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Session Overview:

Reimagining El-Space spotlights the emerging interdisciplinary field of planning, designing and activating
the vast resource of space beneath and adjacent to elevated transportation infrastructure in cities across
the continent. The session will demonstrate the potency in advancing new forms of landscape urbanism,
site design, spatial activation and community engagement.

Learning Objectives:

• Reconsider aging transportation 
infrastructure as an opportunity for 
multi-use, high-performance 
landscape architecture and urban 
design.

• Identify site-specific design tactics 
and strategies promoting 
infrastructure improvements, open 
space amenities and social equity.

• Understand how the design of El-
Space reconnects communities and 
fosters greater social and 
environmental engagement.

• Learn how to advance El-Space 
design and program initiatives 
through cross-sector partnerships.
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Susan Chin, Hon. ASLA, FAIA
Executive Director
Design Trust for Public Space
Email: schin@designtrust.org
Office Telephone: (212) 695-2432 x1
Cell Phone: (347) 563-1847

Susan Chin leads award-winning Design Trust’s numerous initiatives to transform NYC's public 
realm: Five Borough Farm, Making Midtown, Under the Elevated, The World’s Park, Laying the 
Groundwork, Opening the Edge, Future Culture. Prior to Design Trust, Ms. Chin served as 
Assistant Commissioner for Capital Projects at NYC Department of Cultural Affairs for 20 years, 
supporting over $3 billion in new construction, revitalization and public art projects citywide. She 
served as Vice President on American Institute of Architects board and received numerous 
awards: ASLA Honorary Membership in 2015, AIA New York State’s 2013 Kideney Gold Medal 
and 2011 Del Gaudio Award.

Neil Gagliardi, ASLA
Director of Urban Design
New York City Department of Transportation
Email: ngagliardi@dot.nyc.gov
Office Telephone: (212) 839-6659

Neil Gagliardi is the Director of Urban Design at the New York City Department of 
Transportation (DOT) where he offers more than 30 years of interdisciplinary design and 
planning experience. During his ten-year tenure at DOT, Mr. Gagliardi has spearheaded 
design initiatives that foster pedestrian-friendly, visually-appealing and sustainable 
streetscapes, public spaces and transportation corridors citywide. Mr. Gagliardi’s international 
achievements and versatile project portfolio ranges from comprehensive neighborhood zoning 
and streetscape design plans in Queens to a transformative, art-in-action, redevelopment 
project in a favela of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

Deborah Weintraub, AIA, LEED AP
Chief Deputy City Engineer, Bureau of Engineering
City of Los Angeles
Email: deborah.weintraub@lacity.org
Office Telephone: (213) 485-5499
Cell Phone: (213) 923-6359

Deborah Weintraub is the Chief Deputy City Engineer for the Bureau of Engineering and the 
highest-ranking architect for the City of Los Angeles. Providing leadership for an architecture 
and engineering organization of over 800 people, Ms. Weintraub oversees projects totaling $3.6 
billion, including community, cultural, transportation and recreational facilities, and bridges and 
parks. Ms. Weintraub has been integral to the Los Angeles River Revitalization effort and is 
currently leading the preliminary site design for the 41-acre River-adjacent Taylor Yard open-
space project, as well as the new 12-acre park that will be built as part of the Sixth Street 
Viaduct.
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Why El-Space?

Envisioning El-Space: Establishing Values and Refining Solutions
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Notations:
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Experimentation Before Implementation

Forging a Comprehensive, Systematic Approach

_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

Notations:
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Park, Arts and River Connectivity (PARC)

Sixth Street Viaduct Replacement Project

_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

Notations:
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