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Welcome to the Conference

Welcome, welcome, welcome to the 2025 Annual APBS Conference in St. Louis!
For many of us, APBS has been our professional home for many years. For others, this
is your first time joining us. Whether this is your first conference or your 22nd, we’re 
excited you’re here.

Live Out Our Theme, Together
As you know, this year’s conference theme is “Together Towards Tomorrow: Uniting PBS 
Across the Lifespan.” We selected this theme because we believe unity is more important 
today than ever before. 

Over the next few days together, we invite you to join us in living out this theme and 
sharing our vision – a future that is more compassionate, supportive, and accepting, one 
child, student, and adult at a time. Because changing behaviors changes lives, creating
a better world for all. 

Enjoy a New Conference Experience, Designed Just For You
We started this conference by listening to what YOU shared with us. Based on your 
feedback, we’ve been hard at work reimagining the conference over this past year.
We designed a program that provides opportunities to explore new learning formats, 
fosters networking and relationship-building, and delivers powerful content from
leaders in the field. 

• We scheduled all conference concurrent sessions for 60 minutes. 
• We added networking breaks in the Exhibit Hall each day! 
• We’re also introducing exciting new features. For example, new offerings include 

APBS Talk sessions focused on professional development, and the Innovation Zone – 
an intimate setting through which you can hear from experts in the field and network 
with your peers and PBS leaders. 

Be sure to stop by the APBS Membership booth to learn more about opportunities for 
members as well. If you aren’t a member, consider joining our community.

Join Networking Opportunities and Engage with Amazing Speakers
We’re particularly excited for our Welcome Reception and Sneaker Ball.
This is a time to make new friends and reconnect with peers, all while supporting
The Little Bit Foundation (littlebitfoundation.org), a St. Louis-based organization that 
makes a difference for thousands of local students. 

https://thelittlebitfoundation.org/


We’re also excited to hear from renowned speakers such as Ron Gonzalez, Joe 
Sanfelippo, Lola Dada-Olley, Steve Perry, Kelly Baird, Deirdre Liddell and Caitlyn Majeika. 
These are all folks who don’t just believe in PBS – they live it every day. We’re lucky to 
have the opportunity to learn from their work and their experiences. 

We encourage you to actively participate in each of the sessions, ask questions,
and engage the speakers and fellow attendees. 

Simply put? Open yourself to new ideas, come and make new connections and engage 
with truly amazing service-minded professionals. Together, we will make positive 
change happen. This conference is simply a great forum to do so.

We hope you have a wonderful few days with us! We look forward to meeting you
and learning alongside you.

Thank you,

Ashley Rila, PhD
2025 Conference Chair

Cheretta A. Clerkley, MBA
Executive Director 

Sarah Wilkinson, PhD
President, APBS Board of Directors

APBS’s Endorsement Policy
APBS conference presenters and exhibitors share their own views, products and services – we neither 
endorse these partners, nor assume liability for anything related to their presentations or exhibits.



Your Guide to Navigating the Conference

Need a break?
Find a welcoming space

Looking to connect?
We’ve incorporated lots of opportunities to network

Looking for a partner or product?
We’ve invited amazing exhibitors who are passionate about PBS

Craving something special?
The Innovation Zone and PBIS Film Festival offer unique ways to learn and connect

The mainstage speakers are heavy-hitting PBS experts who inspire and inform

Not sure where to go?
Hotel map

Tracking CEUs?
We’re offering more CEU options than ever before – at no additional cost

Figuring out which sessions are right for you?
This year, we have sessions in various and new formats to meet your learning needs

We’ve tagged sessions by professional or focus area

We’ve also marked sessions by career level

Explore the schedule. 
When PBS professionals learn in a smart, inclusive community together, there’s 
nothing we can’t accomplish. That’s why we’re offering nearly 100 sessions to
choose from! 

See the conference schedule
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Creating Welcoming Spaces for All APBS Members
APBS members are passionate about practicing and promoting wellness, accessibility, 
advocacy, equity, inclusion and a respect for those we serve – and supporting one 
another while we do so. We want to ensure our conference space is welcoming to all. 

Find our: 
• Sensory Space at Mills 4 
• Nursing/Mother Space at Mills 2
• Ramadan Space at Mills 1 
• Accessible entrances and elevators marked with a handicap entrance symbol 

    Find the map on pages 7-8. 

New This Year: More Networking Opportunities

When PBS professionals collaborate, we’re creating a future that is more compassionate, 
supportive and accepting – one child, student and adult at a time. We’re offering several 
opportunities to make peer-to-peer connections and connect with a community whose 
professional backgrounds and interests are similar to your own. 

Create your own journey at APBS by picking the perfect networking opportunities, 
informal and formal:

• Welcome Reception and Sneaker Ball, benefitting the Little Bit Foundation
• Exhibit Hall and Poster Sessions
• Innovation Zone
• APBS Film Festival
• Birds-of-Feather Sessions
• Professional Development Design Lab Sessions

                  Look for this icon in the schedule to find events 
                  that include networking opportunities.
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Exhibit Hall
Through the Exhibit Hall, you'll get to see cutting-edge demonstrations and educational 
content that highlight the latest developments in PBS. Welcome to the FUN in PBS!

• Wednesday, March 12: 6:45 p.m. - 8 p.m. CST
• Thursday, March 13: 7 a.m. - 6 p.m. CST
• Friday, March 14: 7 a.m. - 6 p.m. CST
• Location: Foyer

               Look for this icon in the schedule to find events that take place in the Exhibit Hall.

New This Year: Poster Sessions in the Hall 

Poster Sessions will be in the hall to provide opportunities to help you easily gain insights 
from cutting-edge research! 

New This Year: APBS Membership Booth

Visit us in the Exhibit Hall to learn all about APBS membership benefits – and get some 
pretty cool PBS swag, too. 

New This Year: Innovation Zone
Add-On Event: Buy your tickets at bit.ly/APBS-Innovation-Zone. 300 spots available. 

Headlined by Dr. Steve Perry, the Innovation Zone opens with a mainstage event. Engage 
in short micro-bursts of education throughout the evening and walk a curated area 
designed to arm you with the resources you need. The Innovation Zone includes a: 

• Mental Health Zone, sponsored by the American Psychiatric Association 
Foundation, where participants can explore the mental health area and learn
about programs APAF offers to ensure professionals like you have the resources
you need to succeed.

• Technology Zone, sponsored by SyncGrades, where you’ll learn how technology
and PBS can work together to create opportunities for better family engagement.

• Equity Zone, where you can hear – and even participate in – a *live* podcast 
recording from the Black Men in Behavior Analysis podcast, “Beyond the Science.”
This viral podcast reached more than 1.2 million social media views in just 30 days, 
showing just how exciting the content is!

APBS 2025 CONFERENCE 
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bit.ly/APBS-Innovation-Zone


• Fireside Chat Zone, through which Mainstage Speaker Lola Dada-Olley will join us 
for a moderated discussion to discuss her insights and experiences in an intimate 
and conversational setting.

• Refreshment Zone, including a champagne (and non-alcoholic) toast and light
hors d’oueuvres. 

This is an add-on event. Tickets must be purchased in advance – only 300 spots are available!

Deirde Liddell
Executive Director of 
Student and Community 
Support Services Riverview 
Gardens School District 
Moline Acres, Missouri
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PURCHASE

We are honored to have local PBS expert Deirdre Liddell open the 
conference and officially welcome us to St. Louis!

Her work leveraging innovative PBS solutions to support students and 
families will inspire us all. 

• She has been pivotal in developing a thriving district-wide 
restorative practices program that uplifts and empowers all 
students, fostering a positive and inclusive educational 
environment.

• She is working to increase family engagement and dismantle 
stigmas around mental health in marginalized communities. 

Brent Mitchell, 
Ed.S., M.Ed.
Acting Co-Superintendent
Ferguson-Florissant 
School District

Brent Mitchell, a dedicated educational leader and advocate for student 
success, brings nearly 25 years of experience in education and administration 
to his work. A native of Little Rock, Arkansas, Mitchell has devoted his career to 
creating equitable and innovative learning environments for all students. 

Mitchell’s professional journey began in 2000 as a fifth-grade teacher at Martin 
Luther King Elementary in the Little Rock School District. He quickly rose to 
leadership roles, serving as Assistant Principal in the district and later as 
Principal at Fuller Middle School in Pulaski County. Transitioning to central 
office leadership in 2011, he took on the role of Director of Academics and 
Operations for Lighthouse Charter Schools and later became Assistant 
Superintendent for Ignite Community Schools in Lewisville, Texas. 

In 2023, Mitchell joined the Ferguson-Florissant School District as Chief of Staff. 
After serving as the Co-Superintendent of Schools/Assistant Superintendent of 
Support Services and now the Acting Co-Superintendent, he oversees the needs 
of nearly 10,000 students across 23 campuses. His work focuses on 
collaboration, building strong connections with the community, and bringing 
people together to help every student grow and succeed. 

Mitchell and his wife, ReeVedia, have been happily married for nearly 22 years 
and are proud parents to three children. 

Thursday, March 13:  7:30 a.m. CST | Location: Grand DE

 Friday, March 14: 7:30 a.m. CST | Location: Grand DE

Friday, March 14: 7:30 p.m. - 10 p.m. CST | Location: Foyer

A Very Special Welcome

https://web.cvent.com/event/8ba86350-bd0e-4b31-bb31-d6a3f7085f9f/websitePage:7fa80e6b-aecf-4250-8567-91bb37c01a54?tm=qv14ZT9c_6cTw0UNTDLRj3ArTtxoi2AKqWi8yv8u9m8


Refreshments
Hungry? Thirsty? 
                    
                 

PBIS Film Festival
One of our most popular events, the PBIS Film Festival showcases the ways our members 
make changes in students’ lives by sharing powerful teaching tools. Don’t miss out on the 
popcorn and drinks. 

Thursday, March 13: 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. CST
Location: Grande DE

Hotel Map
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  Look for this icon in the schedule to find events with refreshments.
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Thank You To Our Sponsors!
This event wouldn’t be possible without our wonderful sponsors.
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Wellness Break Sponsor:Conference Badges:

Mental Health Zone:Technology Zone:

Innovation Zone Sponsors: 



SESSION TOPIC PERFECT FOR *

We’re Offering More CEU Options Than Ever Before
We do our best work when we have a smart, supportive community to learn alongside. 
This year, we’re offering more opportunities to learn and earn CEUs than ever before! 
We’re offering nearly 30 opportunities to earn National Association of School 
Psychologists (NASP) and Board Certified Behavior Analyst (BCBA) CEUs. Even better? 
Every conference attendee can earn conference CEUs at no additional cost. It’s 
included with your conference package! We’re offering options your career level:

Earn 1 NASP CPD with the help of these sessions: 

APBS 2025 CONFERENCE 
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Beginner level practitioners, 
who have 1 to 3 years of PBS 
experience. 

Intermediate level 
practitioners, who have 4 to 6 
years of PBS experience. 

Advanced level practitioners, 
who have 7+ years of PBS 
experience. 

Building the Competency and 
Capacity of the School-based 
Behavior Specialist

School-Wide Systems and Tier 1 School professionals

Empowering Youth With 
Internalizing Behaviors 
Through a Multi-tiered 
Systems of Supports

Mental Health School professionals, 
community leaders, 
organizations/agencies and 
home PBS practitioners 

Integrating Screening for 
Suicide and Social, Emotional 
and Behavioral Risk within PBS

Mental Health School professionals

Coaching for 
Family-School-Community 
Partnerships in Integrated PBIS 
and School Mental Health

Families and Parent Supports School professionals and 
home PBS practitioners

Addressing and Eliminating 
Informal Removals

Equity School professionals

Using Family-School 
Partnerships to Promote 
Positive Behavior Support 
during Middle School

Families and Parent Supports School professionals and 
home PBS practitioners

   To help you navigate the conference, we've added a "perfect for" description under every concurrent session. These 
are simply suggestions for who might find the session helpful! We invite you to attend any session you're interested in.
*



SESSION TOPIC PERFECT FOR

Earn 1 Gen Learning ACE CEU with the help of these sessions: 
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Ways BCBAs Can Collaborate 
with Teachers to Support PBS 
Practices in Classroom Settings

Classroom School professionals

The Effects of Student-Led 
Tootling to Decrease 
Disruptive Classroom Behavior

Classroom School professionals

All Systems Go - Integrating 
Behavioral Health and 
Intellectual/Developmental 
Disability Systems

IDD Community leaders and 
organizations/agencies

Cultural Adaptations in 
Caregiver-Mediated Behavior 
Supports: A Literature Review

Families and Parent Supports Home PBS practitioners and 
community leaders

Enhancing Individual Behavior 
Plans Through Preference and 
Choice Assessment

Individual Students and Tier 3 School professionals, 
community leaders, 
organizations/agencies and 
home PBS practitioners

Systems Check! 
Implementation Drivers and 
Barriers for Programming 
Advanced Behavioral Supports

Tier 2 School professionals 

A Behavior Analytic Classroom 
Management Consulting 
Model for Early Childhood 
Classrooms

Early Childhood School professionals and 
organizations/agencies

Implementing Individualized 
Behavior Support Using 
Demonstration, Practice, and 
Coaching

Individual Students and Tier 3 School professionals

Implementing the Skills Based 
Treatment Protocol; Adapting 
to Imperfect Contexts

Home and Community Home PBS practitioners, 
school professionals and 
community leaders

Setting the Stage for 
Successful Implementation 
Partnerships with Positive 
Behavior Support

Integration and Alignment School professionals and 
organizations/agencies



SESSION TOPIC PERFECT FOR

SESSION TOPIC PERFECT FOR
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Prevent, Teach, Reinforce: A 
Tier 3 Behavior Intervention

Individual Students and Tier 3 School professionals

Aligning and Integrating 
Behavioral Threat Assessment 
with Existing PBIS Systems

Integration and Alignment School professionals and 
community leaders

Creating Levels Systems for 
Youth in Correctional & 
Residential Settings Using a 
PBIS Framework

Home and Community Community leaders and 
organizations/agencies

Buying-in to Fading Out: 
Effective Coaching Strategies 
for School-based Behavior 
Specialists

Classroom School professionals

Leveraging AI-Powered 
Automated Feedback to 
Support Positive Behavior 
Practices in Classrooms

Classroom School professionals

How Can We Include Students 
with IDD in Building Behavior 
Supports?

Individual Students and Tier 3 School professionals

From Challenges to Triumphs: 
Empowering Families Today for 
a Better Tomorrow

Families and Parent Supports School professionals, 
community leaders, 
organizations/agencies and 
home PBS practitioners

Buffers Across the Tiers: 
Strategies that Mitigate 
Adversity & Interventions that 
Enhance MTSS

Mental Health School professionals and 
community leaders

Earn 1 Ethics ACE CEU with the help of these sessions: 



SESSION TOPIC PERFECT FOR CEUs

Double up! Earn more CEUs – in just one session – with the help
of these sessions: 

APBS 2025 CONFERENCE 
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Using Coaching to Scale Up 
a Classroom Management 
System for Rural Settings

Classroom School professionals

Who Sustained Tier 1 PBIS 
through the COVID-19 
Pandemic?

School-Wide Systems 
and Tier 1

School professionals

1 NASP CPD, 1 Gen 
Learning ACE CEU

1 NASP CPD, 1 Gen 
Learning ACE CEU

SESSION TOPIC PERFECT FOR CEUs

Helping All Families Thrive 
and Problem Solve: 
Parenting with Positive 
Behavior Support

Families and Parent 
Supports

Home PBS 
practitioners

Trauma-Informed Care: 
Navigating Strategies for 
Clinician Empowerment

Mental Health Support staff, school 
psychologists, BCBA 
and behavior 
interventionists

4 Gen Learning ACE 
CEUs

4 Ethics ACE CEUs

Integrated MTSS in 
Elementary Schools: Learn 
How to Evaluate Fidelity of 
Implementations Using the 
IMFR 

Integration and 
Alignment

District leaders, state 
leaders, researchers, 
technical assistance 
providers, and 
professional 
development 
providers 

4 Gen Learning ACE 
CEUs, 4 NASP CPDs

The following sessions are
pre-conference workshops!

Purchase these tickets at
bit.ly/APBS-Extras.

Look for these icons in the schedule to identify which sessions offer CEUs.

Ethics ACE CEUGen Learning ACE CEU NASP CPD

https://web.cvent.com/event/8ba86350-bd0e-4b31-bb31-d6a3f7085f9f/websitePage:7fa80e6b-aecf-4250-8567-91bb37c01a54?tm=qv14ZT9c_6cTw0UNTDLRj3ArTtxoi2AKqWi8yv8u9m8


Great Sessions in Formats That Work For You
Whether you’re looking for hands-on workshops, engaging panel discussions or inspiring 
presentations, we’ve got the right session for you! We’re sharing a quick overview of the 
session types we’re offering below. 

Mainstage Session
PBS experts are leading our Mainstage experience. Their stories will inspire you to think 
outside the box and widen your perspectives. You’ll leave these sessions feeling 
energized, motivated and equipped to succeed in 2025 and beyond.

Concurrent Session
Each day, you’ll get to choose from the more than 100 sessions we’re offering! You asked, 
and we listened. You’ll see fresh new faces alongside the experts you know and love. 
These sessions are jam-packed with original content, resources, best practices and tactics 
to help you accomplish your goals, now and in the future. We’re offering a variety of 
formats, from panel discussions to workshops. 

APBS 2025 CONFERENCE 
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Lola Dada-Olley

Engaging Families 
and Communities

Dr. Steve Perry

Doing Better, 
Together

Dr. Joe Sanfelippo

Bringing Our 
Community Closer

Mainstage Day 1 Mainstage Day 2 Innovation Zone Mainstage

Look for this icon in the schedule to find a mainstage speaker.

Look for this icon in the schedule to identify concurrent sessions.

Friday, March 14
7:45 p.m. - 8:45 p.m.

Grand DE

Thursday, March 13
7:30 a.m. - 9:15 a.m.

Grand DE

Friday, March 14
7:30 a.m. - 9:15 a.m.

Grand DE



New This Year: APBS Talk Presentation

These rapid-fire sessions are all about YOU and your professional development,
designed by APBS committee leaders. These presentations spotlight thought leaders, 
best practices and emerging ideas in the field to ensure you’re armed with the resources 
and tools you need to succeed in your career and to make a positive impact in the 
lives of individuals, community members and families.

Birds-of-A Feather 
Do you like the synergy of small groups and prefer conversation to presentation? This 
type of session works best for those looking to connect as “birds of a feather” or convene 
a smallish group of individuals who want to discuss a specific issue, address a certain 
opportunity, or just meet with others interested in the same topic or who hold the same 
type of job. These sessions run back to back in 45 minute intervals.

Design Lab
Design Lab is for you! These sessions are opportunities to learn and design with 
colleagues.  Design Lab sessions include a live presentation followed by a structured, 
participatory design session. Participants will gather in small groups, working together
to address a compelling current issue in positive behavior support.

Pre-conference Workshops
Add-On Opportunity: Buy your tickets in advance at bit.ly/APBS-Extras.

Want to take your learning to the next level? Pre-conference workshops are half-day 
learning opportunities before the conference during which you get hands-on sessions 
with leaders in the field! These workshops offer an opportunity to get specialized training 
on a particular topic, as well as opportunities to collaborate with other attendees, so you 
get to know other professionals and build your network. They are great add-ons to 
expand your learning and your professional contacts for only a small additional 
investment. Come to St. Louis a little early and take advantage of the wealth of knowledge.
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Look for this icon in the schedule to find an APBS Talk Presentation. 

Look for this icon in the schedule to find a Design Lab session.

APBS 2025 CONFERENCE 

Look for this icon in the schedule to find Birds-of-a-Feather sessions. 

Look for this icon in the schedule to identify Pre-conference Workshops.

https://web.cvent.com/event/8ba86350-bd0e-4b31-bb31-d6a3f7085f9f/websitePage:7fa80e6b-aecf-4250-8567-91bb37c01a54?tm=qv14ZT9c_6cTw0UNTDLRj3ArTtxoi2AKqWi8yv8u9m8


Focus Areas for Every PBS Practitioner
Whether you’re a mental health professional, a home practitioner, a researcher,
a professor, an education professional or an overall PBS champion – we’ve got the
right sessions for you. Take a glance at the session focus areas we’re offering below!

APBS 2025 CONFERENCE 
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Individual Students and Tier 3
Learn how to use PBS principles and technology to support individual students within 
a school setting. These sessions focus on one or more specific students, rather than 
the school system.

Tier 2
Learn about delivering interventions to individuals who require targeted supports – in 
addition to universal supports – and are at risk for developing more serious 
challenging behavior.

Classroom
Learn how PBS principles and technology are implemented within classroom settings for 
students with or without disabilities.

School-Wide Systems and Tier 1
Learn about current work in school-wide PBS. These sessions focus on efforts to “scale-up,” 
implement, and sustain PBS principles and technology across multiple schools in districts 
and states.

Early Childhood
Learn about systems change efforts, research, evidence-based practices, and case study 
presentations related to young children (birth through age 5) and PBS implementation.

Equity
Learn about applying PBS principles and technology to support a fair, inclusive 
educational system that leads to higher student achievement, increased quality of 
instruction, improving low-performing schools and/or better outcomes for students from 
diverse circumstances.
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Home and Community
Learn how to implement PBS principles and technology across the lifespan in a variety 
of settings, such as home, community centers, adult employment, residential settings, 
eldercare facilities, and more.

Families and Parent Supports
Learn how to work in partnership with parents and other family members when 
implementing PBS in school, home, and community settings. Presentations may focus 
on how professionals can understand, support, and include the family perspective 
when serving families, or, be aimed at helping parents and family members 
understand and implement PBS with their family members and in their community.

Intellectual and Developmental Disability (IDD)
Learn more about applying PBS principles and technology to support children and/or 
adults with IDD in settings outside of school (e.g., home, community). Intellectual 
disability is characterized by limitations in intellectual functioning and difficulties in
a variety of everyday social and practical skills. Developmental disability is attributed to
a cognitive or physical impairment that results in limitations in areas such as self-care, 
language, and mobility. The term IDD covers a broad range of disorders and syndromes.

Mental Health
Learn more about physiological or neurological issues, health, quality of life, and 
well-being. In addition, presentations describe how PBS principles and technology are 
implemented within mental health settings.

Integration and Alignment
Learn frameworks for integrating and aligning systems of support (e.g., academic and 
behavior MTSS supports, positive behavior supports and mental health systems, juvenile 
justice) to enhance student success and interagency collaboration and cooperation.
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Full Conference Schedule 
  

Pre-Conference: Wednesday, March 12 
 

Morning Pre-Conference Workshops  
8:30 a.m. -  12:30 p.m. CST 

 

 
Ye ll Pr a ise , Wh isp e r  Cr it icism : Im p a ct  Be h a vior , En ga ge m e n t , a n d  
Fin a n cia l Fr e e d om  w it h  Word s  t h a t  Bu ild  

Loca t ion : 
Grand  A 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School ad m in istra tors , PBIS team  leade rs, 
supe rin tenden ts, d istrict adm in istra tors, and  teache rs 

 

 
 

Th is p re -confe rence  se ssion  will active ly engage  participan ts in  
re flecting on  the ir p ractice  and  com m unica tion  as le ade rs, te ache rs, 
se rvice  p rovide rs, and  oth e rs. We’ve  designed  it to  touch  upon  the  
im pact of ou r words on  equ ity, s tuden t and  paren t engagem ent, and  
ways to  m otiva te  studen ts  th rough  the  p rospect of financia l freedom . 
The  m ate ria l will h igh ligh t how a  learn ing and  da ta  p la tform  leads to  
studen ts deve lop ing financia l portfolios th rough  an  incen tivized  
approach .  
 
Le a rn in g Ob je ct ive s :  

● Participan ts will unde rstand  the  power of our words and  how 
even  the  sligh te st changes in  language  can  lead  to  
em powered  studen t body and  paren t engagem ent.  

● Participan ts will active ly engage  in  d iscussions about equ ity, 
access, and  pe rseve rance  as a  standard  for m aking change .  

 



 
 

 
 Schedule is subject to change. Check Cvent for the la test schedule.  

Mainstage  
Session 

Concurren t 
Session APBS Talk 

Pre-
conference  

Learn ing 
Exh ib it Hall Refreshm en ts Networking Design  Lab Birds of a  

Fea ther 
Presiden t’s 

Pick 

          

 
Gen  Learn ing ACE CEU 

 
Eth ics Ace  CEU 

 
NASP CPD CEU 

 

● Participan ts will engage  with  instruction a l m a te ria l, e ach  
othe r, and  a  da ta  p la tform  to  m onitor studen ts ' academ ic 
p rogre ss and  behavior logs for success and  financia l freedom . 

 

Le d  b y Dr . Ron a ld  Gon za le z, Ed D  

Dr. Gonzale s is  a  d istingu ished  adm in istra tor, in te rn a tion a l speake r, 
transform a tion a l le ade r, execu tive  m entor, le ad  eva lua tor, and  coach . 
 
Dr. Ronald  Gonzalez has spen t 27 years in  se rvice  of le arne rs and  
leade rs as a  Supe rin tenden t of Schools, Assistan t Su pe rin tenden t of 
Curricu lum  & Instruction , Turnaroun d  Principa l, te ache r, and  m entor.  

Dr. Gonzalez is  curren tly se rving as the  Assistan t Supe rin tenden t of Curricu lu m  & Instruction  with  
the  East Ram ap o Centra l School District. He ’s p reviously se rved  as Chie f of Sta ff and  Ch ie f Ope ra ting 
Office r with  the  Cente r for Educa tion a l Innova tion .  
 
He  apprecia te s d irect in te raction  with  studen ts and  sta ff, as evidenced  while  se rving as p rincipa l for 
Mount Vernon  High  School, whe re  he  led transform ation  e fforts  th rough  a  Principa l’s  Advisory 
Council and  School Leade rsh ip  Team . His visionary leade rsh ip  led  to  im provem ents in  studen t 
pe rform ance , stab ility for sta ff, and  seve ra l fam ily and  com m unity awards.  
 
Unde rstand ing the  need  for schools to  leve rage  change , he  launched  and  sim ultaneously se rves as 
Pre siden t & CEO for Lead  Where  You  Stand  Corpora tion , a  m entoring and  leade rsh ip  deve lopm ent 
consu lting group . 
 
Dr. Gonzalez be lieves in  equ ity and  access. As such , he  app lied  and  successfu lly naviga ted  the  
im plem enta tion  of the  In te rna tion a l Bacca laurea te  World  School Dip lom a Program  with  open  
enrollm ent for a ll s tuden ts. In  h is  curren t role , he  cha irs  the  d istrict’s  equ ity and  stra tegic p lann ing 
work. As a  visionary, Dr. Gonzalez led  the  expansion  of seve ra l Caree r and  Technica l Educa tion  (CTE) 
course s, includ ing cu linary a rts , a  horticu ltu ra l seed  to  tab le  p rogram , barbe ring, and  ce rtified  
nursing assistan t.  
 
Ron  is  a  p roud  husband  to  a  fe llow school d istrict adm in istra tor, who toge the r a re  ra ising th ree  
wonde rfu l ch ild ren .  
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Tr a u m a -In form e d  Ca re : Na viga t in g St r a t e gie s  fo r  Clin icia n  
Em p ow e rm e n t  

Loca t ion : 
Grand  B 

4

 

Pe r fe ct  fo r : Supp ort sta ff, school psychologists , BCBAs, and  behavior 
in te rven tion ists   

 

 
 

Th is in te ractive  workshop  will exp lore  the  p rincip le s of trau m a-
in form ed  care  and  the ir app lica tion  across various p rofe ssiona l 
se ttings, em phasizing the  em powerm ent of clin ician s. Attendees will 
engage  in  activitie s tha t deepen  the ir unde rstand ing of traum a 's 
im pact on  behavior and  exp lore  the  poten tia l of traum a-in form ed  
stra tegie s. By foste ring supportive  environm ents, clin icians will 
enhance  the ir ab ility to  se rve  ind ividua ls, while  p rom oting the ir own 
profe ssiona l growth  and  re silience . 
 
Le a rn in g Ob je ct ive s : 

1. Un d e r s t a n d  t h e  Con ce p t  o f a  Tra u m a -In form e d  
Fra m e w ork : Explore  the  re levance  of traum a-in form ed  care  
to  clin icians across various p rofe ssiona l se ttings. 

2. Id e n t ify Un iq u e  Ch a lle n ge s: Recognize  the  specific 
cha llenges faced  by clin icians in  d ive rse  environm ents and  the  
im pact of traum a on  the ir we ll-be ing. 

3. Exp lore  Pra ct ica l St r a t e gie s : Exam ine  stra tegie s for foste ring 
re silience , addre ssing traum a, an d  p rom oting se lf-care  am ong 
clin icians. 

4. Le a rn  Ab ou t  t h e  La t e s t  Re se a r ch : Discuss current re search  
on  trau m a and  re silience  across m ultip le  d iscip line s. 

5. Un d e r s t a n d  Et h ica l Con s id e r a t ion s : Review e th ica l 
conside ra tions re la ted  to  traum a-in form ed  care  in  various 
p rofe ssiona l se ttings. 
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Le d  b y Ke lly Ba ird , BCBA, LBA, IBA   

Ke lly Baird  is  a  d istingu ished  Board  Ce rtified  Behavior Analyst and  
passiona te  advoca te  for ind ividua ls with  IDD and  m enta l illne ss. 

As the  founde r of Black Wom en in  Behavior Analysis  Apprecia tion  Day 
(BWIBAAD) and  Vice  Presiden t of Ope ra tions a t ABAVerzus, Ke lly has 
crea ted  innovative  p la tform s tha t ce lebra te , support, and  un ite  
p rofe ssiona ls in  the  fie ld  of Applied  Behavior Analysis  (ABA).  

A visionary leade r, Ke lly co-founded  and  se rves as Pre siden t of the  Missouri Black Applied  Behavior 
Analysis  Com m unity (MOBBAC), whe re  she  in troduced  The  ABA Pathfinde rs (TAP). 

Through  TAP, she  cham pions the  expansion  of inclusive  ABA program s, particu la rly in  Historica lly 
Black Colleges and  Unive rsitie s, p rom oting accessib ility and  d ive rsity in  behavior ana lysis  educa tion  
and  tra in ing. He r work is  grounded  in  a  com m itm ent to  foste ring repre sen ta tion  and  crea ting 
em powering spaces for clin icians, e specia lly those  from  unde rrepre sen ted  backgrounds. 

At ABAVerzus, Ke lly leads a  se rie s of groundbreaking even ts tha t b ring ene rgy, cam arade rie , and  
ce lebra tion  to  ABA confe rences. He r e fforts  a re  transform ing trad ition a l confe rences in to  dynam ic, 
engaging expe riences, foste ring a  sense  of com m un ity and  pride  in  the  fie ld . 

Ke lly’s ded ica tion  to  supp orting clin icians and  advoca ting for the ir we ll-be ing is  cen tra l to  he r 
p rofe ssiona l ph ilosop hy. She  firm ly be lieves tha t clin icians who fee l em powered  and  supported  a re  
key to  de live ring be tte r ou tcom es for the ir clien ts an d  com m unitie s. He r expe rtise  spans various 
a reas of behaviora l science , includ ing psychopharm acology, organ iza tion a l behavior m an agem ent, 
function a l ana lytic psychothe rapy, traum a-in form ed  care , and  au tism  support. 

As the  m othe r of a  ch ild  with  au tism , Ke lly’s pe rsona l journey fue ls he r unwave ring ded ica tion  to  the  
fie ld . He r advocacy for ind ividua ls with  deve lopm enta l and  behaviora l cha llenges is  both  
p rofe ssiona l and  pe rsonal, d riving he r to  crea te  lasting change  in  the  live s of those  she  se rves. 

A re spected  leade r and  tra ilb laze r in  behavior ana lysis , Ke lly is  deep ly passiona te  abou t ne tworking 
and  collabora tion , constan tly striving to  connect with  like -m inded  profe ssiona ls to  insp ire  positive  
change . 
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APBS Leadership Meeting 
9 a.m. -  4 p.m. CST Loca t ion : Ga teway East  

Invite required 

Afternoon Pre -Conference Workshops 
 1 p.m. -  5 p.m. CST  

 
 

In t e gra t e d  MTSS in  Ele m e n t a ry Sch oo ls : Le a rn  How  t o  Eva lu a t e  
Fid e lit y o f Im p le m e n t a t ion  Usin g t h e  IMFR 

Loca t ion : 
Grand  A  

 4

 

Pe r fe ct  fo r : District le ade rs, s ta te  leade rs, re searche rs, te chn ica l 
assistance  p rovide rs, and  p rofe ssiona l deve lopm ent p rovide rs 
 
Do you  work with  e lem entary schools tha t curren tly im plem ent or 
a re  in te re sted  in  im plem enting an  in tegra ted  MTSS fram ework? 
Join  us to  learn  abou t a  free ly ava ilab le  tool tha t m e asure s fide lity 
of im plem en ta tion  for in tegra ted  MTSS practice s. The  In tegra ted  
MTSS Fide lity Rubric (IMFR) is  a  free  tool tha t unde rwent a  rigorous 
va lida tion  p rocess th rough  da ta  collection  with  100 schools ove r 
the  past th ree  years. The  IMFR he lps eva lua tors m easure  the  
degree  to  which  e lem entary schools im plem ent com ponents of 
in tegra ted  MTSS. The  goa l of the  workshop  is  to  tra in  ind ividua ls 
who can  se rve  as exte rna l eva lua tors (e .g., d istrict/sta te  le ade rs, 
te chn ica l assistance  p rovide rs, p rofe ssiona l deve lopm ent 
p rovide rs, re searche rs) of schools who want to  eva lua te  fide lity of 
the ir in tegra ted  MTSS practice s. Workshop  participan ts will have  
access to  the  rubric m ate ria ls , le arn  scoring gu idance , and  have  
opportu n itie s to  p ractice  using the  IMFR.  
 
Le a rn in g Ob je ct ive s : 
Afte r com ple ting th is  workshop , participan ts will be  ab le  to : 

1. Define  in tegra ted  MTSS and  exp la in  its  im portance . 
2. List the  dom ains of and  crite ria  for in tegra ted  MTSS.  
3. Nam e  the  IMFR scoring p rocedures.  
4. Use  the  IMFR to  ra te  in tegra ted  MTSS practice s. 
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Le d  b y Dr . Ca it lyn  Ma je ik a , Ph D, BCBA 

Caitlyn  Maje ika  is  a  Sen ior Researche r a t Am erican  Institu te s for 
Research  (AIR) whe re  she  supports  a  portfolio  of re search , 
eva lua tion , and  techn ica l assistance  e fforts  re la ted  to  specia l 
educa tion  and  Multi-Tie red  System s of Support (MTSS).  

Dr. Maje ika  leads specia l educa tion  p rogram  reviews for school 
d istricts  across the  country. In  add ition , she  is  a  tra ine r for the  MTSS 
Cente r, whe re  she  p rovides consu lta tion  an d  techn ica l assistance  to  
sta te , d istrict, and  school le ade rs on  MTSS.  

She  b rings ove r 12 years of expe rience  to  he lp  schools im plem ent susta in ab le  p ractice s to  support 
studen t behavior with in  MTSS fram eworks.  

She  has extensive  expe rtise  in  classroom  m anagem ent, PBIS, and  da ta -based  decision  m aking. She  
a lso  has expe rtise  in  in tensive  in te rven tion  and  provides knowledge  deve lopm ent for the  Nation a l 
Cen te r on  In tensive  In te rven tion .  

Previously, she  worked  as a  specia l educa tion  teache r, behavior ana lyst, and  a ssistan t p rofe ssor, 
re searche r, and  techn ica l assistance  p rovide r. She  earned  he r PhD in  specia l educa tion  from  the  
Vande rb ilt Unive rsity and  is  a  Board  Ce rtified  Behavior Analyst.   
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He lp in g All Fa m ilie s  Th r ive  a n d  Prob le m  Solve : Pa r e n t in g w it h  
Pos it ive  Be h a vior  Su p p o r t  

Loca t ion : 
Grand  B  

4

 

Pe r fe ct  fo r : Paren ts, caregive rs, and  supporting p rofe ssiona ls 
 
Th is workshop  will share  a  p ractica l step-by-step  p rocess to  use  the  
p rincip le s of PBS to  p rom ote  fam ily fu nction ing, with  a  focus on  the  
fam ily system  and  ind ivid ua l fam ily m em bers. We  will walk th rough  
stra tegie s to  both  p rom ote  positive  behaviors and  re spond  to  
cha llenging behaviors for the  en tire  fam ily. Th is workshop  is  based  on  
two “Practica l Guides to  Paren ting with  PBS” tha t we  pub lished  
th rough  Brookes in  2022 – one  focused  on  he lp ing fam ilie s th rive  and  
the  othe r focused  on  re solving cha llenging behaviors. Our goa l is  to  
p rovide  an  adap tab le  decision-m aking m ode l to  stre ngthen  fam ilie s.  
 
Discove r how behaviors and  the  structu re  of hom es con tribu te  to  a ll 
fam ily m e m bers ' ove ra ll function ing and  we ll-be ing. We  will share  and  
app ly stra tegie s to  p rom ote  positive  behavior th rou gh  de fin ing 
va lues, a rranging environm ents, and  teach ing new skills . We  will 
gu ide  participan ts in  unde rstand ing and  re sponding to  cha llenging 
behavior. We’ll use  case  exam ples to  dem onstra te  specific steps to  
he lp  fam ilie s th rive  and  to  p rob lem -solve . 
 
Le a rn in g Ob je ct ive s :  

1. Iden tify the  core  p rincip le s of Positive  Behavior Support for 
fam ilie s.  

2. Dem onstra te  the  steps to  use  in  the  PBS prob lem -solving 
p rocess with in  fam ilie s.  

3. Describe  and  loca te  re sources ava ilab le  to  assist in  learn ing to  
app ly the  PBS process with in  fam ily system s successfu lly. 

 

4
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Le d  b y Sa ra h  Fe fe r , Ph D, BCBA 

Sarah  is  a  re searche r, tra ine r, behavior ana lyst, and  system s consu ltan t 
supporting ch ild ren , you th , fam ilie s, and  schools in  m ee ting the  needs 
of studen ts with  cha llenging behavior.  

Sarah  has worked  in  the  a rea  of PBS since  2012, when  she  com ple ted  an  
advanced  practicum  a t All Child ren’s Hosp ita l. He r a rea  of em phasis 
during he r doctora l tra in ing in  School Psychology a t the  Unive rsity of 
Sou th  Florida  was fam ily-focused  behaviora l in te rven tions. 

Unde r the  supe rvision  of Mem e  Hienem an , Sarah  d e live red  and  eva lua ted  the  ou tcom es of 
in form ationa l workshops and  in tensive  positive  behavior support to  fam ilie s expe riencing a  wide  
range  of cha llenging ch ild  behavior. Afte r he r graduate  tra in ing, Sarah  m oved  to  Massachuse tts  and  
worked  as a  doctora l in te rn  in  specia lized  schools for ind ividua ls with  Bra in  In ju rie s and  Autism  
Spectrum  Disorde rs. The re , she  p rovided  tra in ing in  p roactive , positive  behaviora l in te rven tion  to  
teache rs, fam ilie s, and  re s iden tia l s ta ff. Sarah’s app lied  expe riences with  you th  and  fam ilie s across 
school, hosp ita l, and  clin ic se ttings con tribu te  to  he r curren t work cen te red on  fam ily-focused  
stra tegie s as the  key to  studen t success. 
 
Sarah  is  now an  Associa te  Profe ssor of School Psychology a t the  Unive rsity of Massachuse tts  
Am herst, whe re  she  has tra ined  graduate  studen ts and  engaged  in  research  and  se rvice  de live ry 
re la ted  to  positive  behavior support for fam ilie s since  2013. He r m ost recen t p roject focused  on  
p rovid ing fam ily educa tion  th rough  schools, te ach ing paren ts to  p reven t and  m anage  cha llenging 
behavior a t hom e . Th is p roject involves im plem enting m ultip le  types of fam ily educa tion  using a  
m ulti-tie red  m ode l, with  som e  proactive  stra tegie s ava ilab le  for a ll fam ilie s with  ch ild ren  in  the  school 
and  m ore  in tensive  educa tion  offe red  to  fam ilie s of studen ts with  m ore  sign ifican t cha llenging 
behaviors. 
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Le d  b y Ka re n  Elfn e r , MA 

Karen  Elfne r has ove r 25 years of expe rience  supporting cha llenging 
behavior th rough  teach in g, re search , tra in ing, te chn ica l assistance , and  
p rogram  evalua tion .  

Karen  has been  in fluen tia l in  m easuring and  sca ling up  m ulti-tie red  
fram eworks to  support be havior na tiona lly. Curren tly, Karen’s activitie s 
focus on  crea ting da ta  system s tha t facilita te  decision-m aking for 
d istricts  and  schools and  sta tewide  p rogram  eva lua tion . 

Karen’s p rofe ssiona l caree r has evolved  to  focus on  the  deve lopm ent, use , and  eva lua tion  of 
schoolwide  PBIS system s. Throughout he r caree r, Ka ren  seeks opportun itie s to  he lp  teache rs and  
fam ilie s addre ss cha llenging behavior.  
 
Karen’s p rofe ssiona l expe riences include  teach ing studen ts labe led  as seve re ly em otion a lly 
d istu rbed , conducting re search  on  PBS for ch ild ren  with  cha llenging behavior, coord ina ting sta te  
cen te rs on  paren t involvem ent, and  tra in ing educa tors to  im plem en t positive  behavior support in  
schools both  a t the  schoolwide  leve l and  with  ind ividua l studen ts. 
 
Karen  is  curren tly en joying he r new role  as a  grandparen t and  looks forward  to  be ing part of th is  
eve r-expanding fam ily group . Outside  of work, Karen  en joys supporting othe rs in  need , includ ing 
fam ily, friends, and  b righ ten ing the  live s of sick and  e lde rly with  he r the rapy dog.  
 
Karen  looks forward  to  he lp ing othe rs th rough  sharing the  va luab le  knowledge  and  le ssons learned  
p rofe ssiona lly and  in  he r m ost im p ortan t role , as a  paren t. 
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Welcome Reception Sneaker Ball & Exhibit Hall 

6:45 p.m. -  8 p.m. CST Loca t ion : Foye r 

Sh ow  off you r  b e s t  k ick s  fo r  a  gr e a t  ca u se ! Th is fu n  even t includes food , m usic, ne tworking, 
p rize s, and  specia l guests . The  best part is  tha t it bene fits  The  Little  Bit Found ation , which  works to  
e lim ina te  barrie rs to  learn ing and  provide  enrichm ent opportun itie s for unde r-re sourced  studen ts 
in  the  grea te r St. Louis region . En try sim ply requ ire s a  donation , with  n o m in im um  requ irem ent. 
 

 President’s Reception 
8:30 – 10 p.m. CST Loca t ion : Pre siden tia l Su ite  

Invite required 
 

 

The  APBS Presiden t’s Recep tion  is  an  even ing of ce lebra tion , ne tworking, and  recognition  to  hon or 
APBS sponsors, volun tee r le ade rsh ip , and  award  recip ien ts who have  m ade  substan tia l 
con tribu tions to  APBS.  
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Day 1: Thursday March 13 

Registration  

7 a.m. -  6 p.m. CST Loca t ion : Coat Room  

 Exhibit Hall  
7 a.m. -  6 p.m. CST Loca t ion : Foye r 

Through  the  Exhib it Hall, you 'll ge t to  see  cu tting-edge  dem onstra tions and  educa tion a l con ten t th a t 
h igh ligh t the  la te st deve lopm ents in  PBS. Be  su r e  t o  s t op  b y t h e  APBS m e m b e r sh ip  b oo t h  a n d  
p ick  u p  som e  APBS sw a g! 

 

 Welcome and Mainstage Keynote 
7:30 a.m. – 9:15 a.m. CST Loca t ion : Gran d  DE 

In t rod u ct ory Sp e a k e r : De id r e  Lid d e ll  

De ird re  will officia lly we lcom e  APBS confe rence  a ttendees to  St. Louis! She ’ll 
share  insigh ts on  how the  use  of PBS in  the  Rive rview Gardens School District 
is  m aking an  im pact on  bo th  studen ts and  fam ilie s, a long with  why 
opportu n itie s for p rofe ssiona l deve lopm ent and  tra in ing a t the  2025 APBS 
Confe rence  a re  inva luab le .  
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Ma in s t a ge  Sp e a k e r : Dr . Joe  Sa n fe lip p o   

Bringing Our Community Closer  

Dr. Joe  Sanfe lippo, re tired  Supe rin tenden t of the  Fa ll Creek School District 
in  Wisconsin , is  a  ce lebra ted  educa tiona l le ade r and  au thor. During h is 
tenure , the  Fa ll Creek School District was recognized  as an  Innovative  
District twice  by the  In te rna tion a l Cen te r for Leade rsh ip  in  Educa tion .  

Joe  au thored  m ultip le  books, includ ing best-se lle rs "Hacking Leade rsh ip" 
and  "Lead  From  Where  You  Are ."  

Honored  as one  of 117 Fu ture  Ready Supe rin tenden ts and  am ong the  50 
Pe rsonalized  Learn ing Leade rs by the  US Departm ent of Educa tion , Joe  was a lso  nam ed  one  of the  
100 Most In fluen tia l Educa tors by District Adm in istra tion  Magazine . In  2019, Educa tion  Dive  awarded  
h im  Nationa l Supe rin tend en t of the  Year. 

Joe  is  sta rting off the  confe rence  on  a  h igh  note  as the  m ainstage  speake r for day one . Joe  will revea l 
insigh ts in to  p rom oting p ositive  behavior in  school d istricts  to  em power your team  to  crea te  a  sa fe  
and  supportive  school environm ent. So, ensure  you  ge t a  fron t-row sea t!  

We  like  to  th ink of the  APBS com m unity as a  ne twork of m ultid iscip linary pee rs com ing toge the r to  
advance  knowledge , share  re sources, and  advance  positive  behavior support. We’ve  been  working 
hard  to  deve lop  new ways to  un ite  our d ive rse  com m unity.  

During th is  m ainstage , Joe  will share  successe s, exp la in  the  im portance  of Tie r 1 in te rven tions, 
encourage  equ ity in  the  use  of behavior-specific p raise , and  p rom ote  we ll-be ing th rough  
re la tionsh ip  bu ild ing. Com e  to  th is  keynote  to  find  ou t exactly what’s in  store ! 
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Morning Concurrent Sessions 

To help you naviga te the conference, we've added a  "perfect for" description under every concurrent 
session. These a re simply suggestions for who might find the session helpful! We invite you to a ttend any 
session you're interested in. 

9:45 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. CST 

 
All Ha n d s  On -De ck : Usin g PBIS t o  Em p ow e r  Te a ch e r s  a n d  
St u d e n t s  

Loca tion : 
Gra n d  A 

 Pr e se n t e r (s): Brian  Gaunt, Kristi Gom ez 
Au t h or (s ): NA 

 

 Focu s  a r e a : Classroom   

 Le ve l: Beginne r  

 Do you  want com pliance  or com m itm ent for PBIS/MTSS am ong your 
sta ff?  Do you  have  cha llenges with  ge tting eve ryone  on  board?  Are  
you  in te re sted  in  taking PBIS/MTSS to  the  next leve l? If you  answered  
yes, then  th is  is  the  se ssion  for you!    
 
Teache rs a re  the  m ost e ssen tia l peop le  in  our schools. The ir buy-in  
and  se lf-e fficacy is  critica l to  successfu lly im plem enting PBIS 
program s. During th is  se ssion , we 'll focus on  com m on barrie rs tha t 
m ay stop  teache rs from  fu lly focusing on  PBIS. Then , we 'll walk 
th rough  th ree  poten tia l so lu tions for reducing the  above  barrie rs to  
e stab lish ing and  m ain ta in ing teache r buy-in  for PBIS. You 'll com ple te  
the  se ssion  with  actionab le  steps to  take  back to  your d istrict!  

 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls   

 

 
Kn ow le d ge  a n d  Pe rce p t ion s  o f Ap p lie d  Be h a vior  An a lys is  Am on g 
High e r  Ed u ca t ion  Fa cu lt y 

Loca t ion : 
Grand  B 

 Pr e se n t e r (s): Stacy McGu ire  
Au t h or (s ): Rebecca  Folke rts , Hedda  Meadan-Kaplan sky 
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 Focu s  a r e a : Equity  

 Le ve l: In te rm edia te   

 PBS are  bu ilt on  the  theorie s and  p ractice s of Applied  Behavior 
Analysis  (ABA) and  have  been  adopted  as the  m ultitie red  system  of 
choice  by schools across the  country. Ye t, ABA has com e  unde r 
scru tiny in  recen t years as som e  people  fee l the  p ractice s a re  
harm fu l.  
 
During our study, we  surveyed  m ore  than  100 facu lty m em bers with  a  
focus on  th is  top ic. Throu gh  our re search , we  exp lored  the  knowledge  
and  pe rcep tions of specia l educa tion  facu lty who tra in  fu tu re  
educa tors re la ted  to  ABA. We 're  sharing our key findings and  what it 
m eans for our fie ld  during th is  se ssion! 

 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls   

 

 
Se t t in g t h e  St a ge  fo r  Su cce ssfu l Im p le m e n t a t ion  Pa r t n e r sh ip s  
w it h  Po sit ive  Be h a vior  Su p p or t   

Loca t ion : 
Grand  C 

1

 

Pre se n t e r (s): Kaci Flee twood , Ash ley Greenwald  
Au t h or (s ): NA 

 

Focu s  a r e a : In tegra tion  and  Alignm ent  

 Le ve l: Advanced   

 PBS coaches, tra ine rs, consu ltan ts , and  techn ica l assistance  p rovide rs 
– th is  se ssion  is  for you! Are  you  in te re sted  in  expanding Positive  
Behavior Support to  new system s or agencie s? Through  th is  se ssion , 
we 'll p rovide  you  with  he lp fu l tools and  stra tegie s for bu ild ing 
re la tionsh ips with  po ten tia l partne rs.  
 
We 're  sharing our four-step , structu red  p rocess – one  tha t is  rooted  
in  im plem enta tion  science  and  has been  re fined  over ten  years of 
fie ld  te sting. We 'll walk th rough  how to  e ffective ly gu ide  the  
exp lora tion  and  se tup  ph ases, ensuring successfu l and  re levan t PBS 
im plem enta tion . Attendee s will walk away with  tangib le  knowledge , 
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tools, and  stra tegie s to  successfu lly sca le  Positive  Behavior Support 
across nove l popula tions and  agencie s. 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls and  organ iza tions/agencie s  

 

 
Bu ild in g t h e  Com p e t e n cy a n d  Ca p a cit y o f t h e  Sch ool-b a se d  
Be h a vior  Sp e cia lis t   

Loca t ion : 
Grand  G 

1

 

Pre se n t e r (s): Em ily Grayb ill, Jason  Byars  
Au t h or (s ): Em ily Grayb ill, Jason  Byars  

 

Focu s  a r e a : School-Wide  System  and  Tie r 1  

 Le ve l: In te rm edia te   

 As PBS profe ssiona ls, we  often  chart our way to  new fron tie rs, 
exp loring stra tegie s to  he lp  p ractitione rs and  th ose  we  se rve . 
Through  th is  se ssion , we 'll share  about a  cu tting-edge  p ilot p rogram  
m eant to  support school-based  behavior specia lists  and  the ir 
supe rvisors. 
 
We’ll walk th rough  the  p rogram  and  exp lore  the  need  for a  com m on 
se t of com pe tencie s and  p rofe ssiona l support for school-based  
behavior specia lists . Afte r th is  se ssion , you 'll be  ab le  to  describe  a  
p roposed  se t of com pe tencie s for school-based  behavior specia lists , 
the  re su lts  of da ta  collected  during a  year-long sta tewide  p ilot 
curricu lum , and  stra tegie s for crea ting p rofe ssiona l le arn ing spaces 
for school-based  behavior specia lists . 

 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls   

 

 
We  Sh ou ld  Be  In clu d e d  2: Tie r  2 Su p p or t s  fo r  St u d e n t s  w it h  
Disa b ilit ie s  

Loca t ion : 
Grand  H  

 Pr e se n t e r (s): Lauren  Evanovich , Stephan ie  Martinez 
Au t h or (s ): NA 

 

 Focu s  a r e a : Tie r 2  

 Le ve l: In te rm edia te   
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 IEPs a re  not enough . Stud en ts with  d isab ilitie s frequen tly need  Tie r 2 
supports , bu t too often , th ey're  not included  because  of the ir existing 
IEP se rvice s. An IEP a lone  does not guaran tee  tha t a  studen t’s socia l-
em otiona l needs a re  be ing m e t.  
 
Th is se ssion  will gu ide  you  in  deve lop ing an  e ffective  da ta -based  Tie r 
2 p rocess tha t ensure s the  behaviora l, academ ic, and  socia l 
em otiona l needs of a ll s tu den ts a re  m e t, includ ing those  with  an  IEP. 

 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls   

 

 
Te a m in g a n d  Qu a lit y Asse ssm e n t  a s  Fou n d a t ion s  fo r  Ad va n cin g 
In t e gra t e d  Syst e m s of Su p p or t   

Loca t ion : 
Grand  F 

 Pr e se n t e r (s): Alicia  Lukachko, Stuart Lu the r, Kristy Ritva lsky 
Au t h or (s ): Ann  Murphy, Maurice  Ingram  

 

 Focu s  a r e a : In tegra tion  and  Alignm ent  

 Le ve l: Beginne r  

 We 'll focus on  bu ild ing a  strong, in tegra ted  system  of behaviora l, 
socia l-em otiona l, and  m e nta l hea lth  supports  to  im prove  studen t 
success. We 'll h igh ligh t the  im portance  of te am work and  qua lity 
asse ssm ent in  deve lop ing these  system s, includ ing the  
In te rconnected  System s Fram ework and  Com prehe nsive  School 
Menta l Health  System s (CSMHS). We  will share  p ractica l exam ples 
and  recom m enda tions from  a  sta tewide  p rogram  in  New Je rsey tha t 
p rovides tra in ing and  coach ing to  im prove  CSMHS in  p reK-12 schools. 
 
Participan ts will unde rstand  the  sign ificance  of ISoS and  the ir bene fits  
across the  academ ic life span  of the  d ive rse  studen t; le arn  how 
e ffective  team ing practice s and  qua lity m on itoring a re  foundationa l in  
advancing ISoS and  practica l stra tegie s for im plem enta tion  across a ll 
grade  leve ls and  school se ttings; and  app ly le ssons learned  th rough  a  
capacity bu ild ing m ode l u tilized  with  50 New Je rsey schools spann ing 
p re -K, trad itiona l K-12, charte r, voca tiona l te chn ica l, and  a lte rna tive . 

 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls   
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Cre a t in g Posit ive  Ch a n ge : Th e  Im p a ct  o f PBIS a t  t h e  Hop e  Ce n t e r  
fo r  Au t ism  

Loca t ion : 
Regency A 

 Pr e se n t e r (s): Robyn  Van ove r, Joanne  Sweazey, Lauren  Kowalski 
Au t h or (s ): NA 

 

 Focu s  a r e a : Ind ividua l Stu den ts and  Tie r 3  

 Le ve l: In te rm edia te   

 With  au tism  affecting 1 in  36 ch ild ren , deve lop ing m ore  e ffective , 
inclusive  approaches is  essen tia l. Although  trad ition a l in te rven tions 
often  depend  on  re strictive  se ttings, a t The  Hope  Cente r for Autism , 
we  use  PBIS to  p rom ote  in dependence  across educationa l, fam ily, 
and  com m u nity con texts.  
 
During th is  se ssion , you 'll lis ten  to  d irect storie s from  a  school le ade r 
about how PBIS equ ips learne rs for a  sm ooth  transition  in to  
m ainstream  educa tiona l se ttings and  la te r life  stages. Furthe rm ore , 
you 'll ge t insigh ts in to  a  successfu l extracurricu lar p rogram  designed  
to  foste r inclusive  participa tion  am ong m idd le  school studen ts and  
young adu lts  on  the  au tism  spectrum . We 'll d iscuss the  gradual 
reduction  of support structu re s and  the  in tegra tion  of behaviora l and  
academ ic in te rven tions. Addition a lly, we 'll h igh ligh t advanced  PBIS 
im plem enta tion , includ ing a  h idden  curricu lum  for teach ing and  
re in forcem ent, supp lem e nta l supports  such  as socia l th inking groups, 
lunch  bunch , check-in /check-ou t, and  the  Com prehe nsive  Autism  
Plann ing System  (CAPS). 

 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls   

 

 
Pr e -Se rvice  Te a ch e r  Pr e p a ra t ion : Kn o w le d ge  a n d  Sk ills  t o  
Su p p or t  Dive r se  Be h a vio r a l Ne e d s  

Loca t ion : 
Regency B 

 Pr e se n t e r (s): Katie  Austin , Tara  Cam ille  Moore  
Au t h or (s ): Katie  Austin , Tara  Cam ille  Moore  

 

 Focu s  a r e a : Classroom   
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 Le ve l: Advanced   

 Today's  te ache rs need  to  be  be tte r equ ipped  to  e ffective ly addre ss 
studen ts’ com plex em otiona l and  behaviora l needs. As a  re su lt, we  
have  redesigned a  course  a t our un ive rsity to  no t on ly p rovide  a  
founda tion  for bu ild ing a  positive  classroom  environm ent for a ll 
s tuden ts, bu t to  a lso  support p re -se rvice  teache rs in  deve lop ing 
necessary skills  for supporting ind ividua l studen ts with  m ore  
in tensive  behaviora l needs in  the ir classroom s.  
 
During th is  se ssion , we 'll p rovide  a  ra tiona le  for an d  specifics of 
recen t coursework ad justm ents a t our un ive rsity to  expand  typ ica l 
classroom  m anagem ent course  con ten t to  include  a  m ore  robust 
focus on  studen t risk factors, e ffective  asse ssm ents, com prehensive  
supports , and  re search-based  behaviora l stra tegie s for supporting a ll 
s tuden ts, e specia lly studen ts with  em otiona l or beh aviora l cha llenges. 
We  will share  exam ple  course  con ten t, assignm ents , feedback from  
our studen ts, and  ideas fo r next steps. We will facilita te  a ttendees’ 
sharing of ideas, too. 

 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls  
 

 

 

 

In t e gra t in g Syst e m s of Su p p or t : Da t a -Dr ive n  Le a d e r sh ip  fo r  
Sch ool Clim a t e  a n d  SEL Su cce ss  
 

Pr e se n t e r (s): Erica  Lingre ll 
Au t h or (s ): Kirsten  Thom as-Acke  

Loca t ion : 
Regency 

Club  Lounge  

  

 Focu s  a r e a : In tegra tion  and  Alignm ent  

 Le ve l: Beginne r  

 Th is de sign  lab  focuses on  un iting SEL and  PBIS to  crea te  inclusive  
and  supportive  educa tion a l expe riences for a ll s tuden ts, from  early 
ch ildhood  th rough  gradua tion . Participan ts will exp lore  how 
in tegra ting SEL with in  PBIS system s foste rs essen tia l skills  such  as 
re silience , em pathy, and  p ositive  behaviors tha t extend  beyond  the  
classroom .  
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We 'll le ad  you  th rough  a  d a ta  deep  d ive , and  then  work with  you  
th rough  a  hands-on  goa ls and  action  p lan  se ssion , u tilizing whole  
ch ild  da ta  to  crea te  action ab le  SEL goals and  im prove  Tie r 1 support 
structu re s. We 're  offe ring p ractica l too ls and  stra tegie s to  strengthen  
support system s, too. 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls, com m unity/fam ily supports  and  
organ iza tions/agencie s 

 

 

  Networking Break and Exhibit Hall  
10 :45 a .m. -  12 p.m. CST  Location : Foye r  

 

Lunch On Your Own 12 p.m. -  1:15 p.m. CST 

 

Afternoon Concurrent Sessions 
1:15 p.m. -  4:45 p.m. CST  

Session B: 1:15 p.m. -  2:15 p.m. CST 

 
Pra ct ice -Ba se d  Coa ch in g: Pu t t in g It  All Toge t h e r  a n d  Ma k in g It  
St ick  

Loca t ion : 
Grand  A 

 Pr e se n t e r (s): Denise  Pe rez Binde r, Lise  Fox, Anna  Winneke r 
Au t h or (s ): NA 

 

 Focu s  a r e a : Classroom   

 Le ve l: In te rm edia te   

 Pu t m e  in , coach! Using an  evidence-based , Practice -Based  Coach ing 
(PBC) fram ework he lps you  support te ache rs as they incorpora te  PBIS 
in  the ir own classroom s.  
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Attend  th is  se ssion  to  unde rstand  how th is PBC fram ework can  
support p rofe ssiona l deve lopm ent o f te ache rs, le ad ing to  im proved  
learn ing ou tcom es for stu den ts. You’ll le arn  how to  use  the  PBC cycle , 
includ ing coach ing tools, e ssen tia l and  enhancem en t coach ing 
stra tegie s, exam ples, and  re sources to  m ain ta in  fide lity to  the  m ode l. 
You 'll have  opportu n itie s to  d iscuss coach ing stra tegie s and  ask 
questions, too. Fina lly, we 'll share  re sources and  im plem enta tion  
ideas for de live ry of PBC in  a  varie ty of form ats. 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls  
 

 

 

 

Align in g a n d  In t e gra t in g Be h a vior a l Th re a t  Asse ssm e n t  w it h  
Exis t in g PBIS Syst e m s  

Loca t ion : 
Grand  B 

Pre se n t e r (s): Kath leen  Strickland-Cohen , Ke lsey Morris  
Au t h or (s ): NA 

 

 Focu s  a r e a : In tegra tion  and  Alignm ent  

 Le ve l: Advanced   

 School violence  im pacts studen ts of a ll ages. In  re sponse  to  
increasing violence  in  schools, the  im ple m enta tion  of Behaviora l 
Threa t Assessm ent (BTA) in  K-12 schools has stead ily grown in  the  US. 
 
Align ing BTA with  othe r m ulti-tie red  p reven tion  fram eworks a lready 
in  schools can  enhance  socia l, em otiona l, and  behaviora l support; 
facilita te  early iden tifica tion  for early in te rven tion ; and  p rom ote  safe , 
supportive  school clim ate s. Through  th is  se ssion , we 'll dem onstra te  
how BTA and  PBIS can  be  stra tegica lly a ligned  to  bu ild  and  foste r 
positive , sa fe , and  equ itab le  school environm ents. We 'll p rovide  
exam ples of how BTA and  PBIS can  be  in tegra ted  to  m ore  e ffective ly 
p rom ote  ta rge ted  violence  p reven tion  th rough  early and  regu lar 
screen ings, e fficien t use  of da ta  for decision  m aking, and  evidence -
based  schoolwide  and  ind ividua lized  in te rven tion . We 'll a lso  share  a  
case  study of a  young studen t a ttacke r to  dem onstra te  the  
im portance  of SEB supports  and  how studen t da ta  can  be  regu larly 
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asse ssed  across the  life span  to  iden tify and  preven t conce rn ing 
behaviors from  esca la ting to  violence . 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls and  com m unity/fam ily supports  
 
 

 

 
Fu n ct ion a l Con t e xt u a l Fr a m e w ork  fo r  De -Im p le m e n t a t ion  in  
Sch ool PBS Con su lt a t ion  

Loca t ion : 
Grand  C 

 Pr e se n t e r (s): Im ad  Zahee r, Ryan  Farm er, Ta lid a  Sta te  
Au t h or (s ): NA 

 

 Focu s  a r e a : School-Wide  System s and  Tie r 1  

 Le ve l: Beginne r  

 Im plem en ta tion  science  has p layed  a  key role  in  the  deve lopm ent 
and  advancem ent of PBS practice s. Howeve r, with in  im plem enta tion  
science , de -im plem enta tion  of ine ffective  and  harm fu l p ractice s has 
rece ived  com para tive ly little  a tten tion . As such , add ing de -
im plem enta tion  to  PBS practice s p rovides a  p rom ising new d irection . 
Th is p re sen ta tion  h igh ligh ts the  functiona l ana lytic fram ework and  
protocols for de -im ple m enta tion  as part of school-b ased  
consu lta tion . 

 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls and  organ iza tions/agencie s 
 

 

 Ad d re ss in g a n d  Elim in a t in g In form a l Re m ova ls  
Loca t ion : 

Grand  G  

1

 

Pre se n t e r (s): Lisa  Joy Ba tem an , Pa trick Ke lly, Holly Tate  
Au t h or (s ): Lisa  Joy Batem an , Pa trick Ke lly, Holly Tate  

 

 Focu s  a r e a : Equity  

 Le ve l: Beginne r  

 Th is se ssion  will h igh ligh t Oregon 's  stra tegie s to  reduce  and  e lim ina te  
in form al d iscip linary rem ovals, a lign ing with  IDEA requ irem ents and  
fede ra l gu idance . Attendees will exp lore  Oregon 's  equ ity-driven  
approach , which  in tegra te s MTSS princip le s to  addre ss behaviors of 
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conce rn  and  ensure  transparency in  d iscip linary p ractice s. 
Participan ts will le ave  with  a  range  of adap tab le  stra tegie s to  
im plem ent in  the ir own sta te s and  d istricts , foste rin g equ itab le  
educa tiona l environ m ents  and  ensuring tha t a ll s tud en ts rem ain  
engaged  in  learn ing. 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls  
 

 

 
Un ive r sa l Scr e e n in g fo r  Socia l Em ot ion a l Sk ills : Le sson s  Le a rn e d  
from  On e  Sch ool Dis t r ict  

Loca t ion : 
Grand  H 

 Pr e se n t e r (s): Erin  Su llivan , Mishe le  Carroll, Laura  Whee le r 
Au t h or (s ): NA 

 

 Focu s  a r e a : School-Wide  System s and  Tie r 1  

 Le ve l: In te rm edia te   

 Unive rsa l screen ing for socia l-em otiona l skills  is  a  critica l p ractice  tha t 
enab le s schools to  p roactive ly iden tify and  support studen ts who m ay 
be  a t risk for socia l, em otiona l, or behaviora l d ifficu ltie s. Unlike  
se lective  screen ing m e thods tha t focus on  ind ividua l studen ts, 
un ive rsa l screen ing asse sse s a ll s tuden ts, a llowing for early 
iden tifica tion  of em erging issues and  tim e ly in te rven tions. Th is 
p re sen ta tion  will offe r insigh ts and  key takeaways from  a  la rge  
suburban  school d istrict's  fu ll-sca le  im plem enta tion  of un ive rsa l 
screen ing for socia l-em otiona l skills . 

 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls  
 

 

 
Coa ch in g Sys t e m s Ch a n ge : Im p le m e n t in g t h e  In t e r con n e ct e d  
Syst e m s Fra m e w ork  t o  Im p a ct  We lln e ss  

Loca t ion : 
Grand  F 

 Pr e se n t e r (s): Juan  Lira  
Au t h or (s ): Brian  Meye r  

 

 Focu s  a r e a : In tegra tion  and  Alignm ent  

 Le ve l: Advanced   
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 It 's  no secre t: our studen ts and  fam ilie s often  need  m enta l hea lth  
support. The  In te rconnected  System s Fram ework (ISF) b lends PBIS 
with  m enta l hea lth  supports  in  schools. Th is im plem enta tion  
fram ework crea te s and  gu ides a  m erging of educa tion  and  m enta l 
hea lth  system s and  sta ff. It e stab lishes a  single  system  of de live ry 
across educa tion  and  m e nta l hea lth  system s.  
 
Through  th is  se ssion , we 'll b rie fly in troduce  ISF, share  re sources to  
he lp  you  with  insta lla tion , and  then  share  m ore  about how ISF has 
worked  in  the  rea l world , too. We 'll h igh ligh t p rom ising re su lts , 
im pactfu l te chn ica l assistance  stra tegie s, and  ad justm ents m ade  in  
re sponse  to  d iffe ren t con texts. Participan ts will le ave  with  innovative  
ideas and  re sources for ach ieving system s change  and  im plem enting 
the  ISF to  im pact we llness. 

 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls  
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Pr e ve n t , Te a ch , Re in for ce : A Tie r  3 Be h a vior  In t e rve n t ion  
Loca t ion : 
Regency A 

Pre se n t e r (s): Kim berly Allen , Ju lie  Murdaugh  
Au t h or (s ): Kim berly Allen , Ju lie  Murdaugh  

 

 Focu s  a r e a : Ind ividua l Stu den ts and  Tie r 3  

 Le ve l: In te rm edia te   

 Schools today face  increasing num bers of studen ts exh ib iting 
cha llenging behaviors tha t im pact classroom  clim ate  and  learn ing 
ou tcom es. Preven t, Teach , Re inforce  (PTR) offe rs a  system atic, 
re search-based  approach  tha t a ligns with  a  MTSS and  focuses on  
p roactive , instructiona l, and  re in forcem ent stra tegie s tha t a re  
susta inab le  and  cu ltu ra lly re sponsive .  
 
We 've  designed an  in te ractive  se ssion  for educa tors, school 
psychologists , behavior specia lists , specia l educa tion  coord ina tors , 
adm in istra tors, and  any p rofe ssiona ls involved  in  supporting 
studen ts ' behaviora l and  socia l-em otiona l deve lopm ent. Through  th is  
p re sen ta tion , we 'll share  an  ove rview of the  behaviora l p rincip le s as 
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app lied  to  the  PTR m ode l, a  case  study, and  how PTR re la te s to  BACB 
e th ica l gu ide lines. 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls   

 

 

Wh a t  d oe s  Tie r  2 look  lik e  w h e n  you  a r e  4? 
Loca t ion : 
Regency B  

Pr e se n t e r (s): Anna  Winne ke r 
Au t h or (s ): NA 

 

 Focu s  a r e a : Early Childhood   

 Le ve l: Beginne r  

 In  early ch ildhood , cha llen ging behavior can  sign ifican tly im pact a  
ch ild 's  ab ility to  m ake  friends, le ad  to  lost instructiona l tim e , and  
cause  increased  stre ss for the  ch ild , fam ily, and  teache r. Withou t 
appropria te  in te rven tions, cha llenges can  pe rsist in to  e lem entary 
school and  beyond . That’s why critica l fea tu re s a re  needed  for an  
e ffective  Tie r 2 system  to  re su lt in  positive  studen t ou tcom es. In  early 
ch ildhood  classroom s, the se  critica l fea tu re s m ust be  viewed with  a  
deve lopm enta lly appropria te  lens and  ad justed  to  m ee t the  needs of 
the  ch ild . Th is se ssion  will review these  fea tu re s and  how early 
ch ildhood  profe ssiona ls can  em bed  e ffective  Tie r 2 supports  in  the ir 
classroom s. 
 
During th is  se ssion , we 'll ou tline  critica l d iffe rences in  early ch ildhood  
classroom s. Th is includes using a  deve lopm enta lly appropria te  
screene r iden tifying ch ild ren  need ing add itiona l support. We 'll 
de scribe  how to  em bed  instruction  as support for ch ild ren  with  
ta rge ted  needs with in  the  classroom . Additiona lly, we 'll de scribe  a  
m e thod  of p rogre ss m onitoring for e ffectiveness. We 're  sharing 
m ate ria ls  and  re sources for participan ts as we ll! 

 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls and  com m unity/fam ily supports  
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Ge t t in g You r  Re se a r ch  Pu b lish e d : Le a rn  from  Th e  Jou rn a l o f 
Pos it ive  Be h a vior  In t e rve n t ion  Ed it o r s  

Loca t ion : 
Regency 

Club  Lounge  

Pre se n t e r (s): Mandy Risp oli, Wendy Machalicek 
Au t h or (s ): NA 

 

 Focu s  a r e a : In tegra tion  and  Alignm ent  

 Le ve l: In te rm edia te   

 Are  you  in te re sted  in  pub lish ing your work in  the  flagsh ip  journa l for 
APBS – the  Journa l of Positive  Behavior In te rven tion s (JPBI)? Do you  
want to  learn  m ore  about the  pee r review process and  becom ing a  
reviewer, ed itoria l board  m em ber, or Associa te  Ed itor? This pane l 
d iscussion , led  by JPBI's  Co-Editors and  Associa te  Ed itors, will focus on  
goa ls, curren t and  fu tu re  in itia tive s to  dem ystify the  pee r review and  
pub lica tion  p rocess and  exp lore  ways to  connect research  with  
p ractice . 
 
Join  the  conve rsa tion  and  pose  your questions to  th e  Editors and  
Associa te  Ed itors of JPBI. 

 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : Hom e  practitione rs, school p rofe ssiona ls, 
com m unity/fam ily supports  and  organ iza tions/agencie s 

 

Session C: 2:30 p.m. -  3:30  p.m. CST 
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En h a n cin g In d ivid u a l Be h a vior  Pla n s  Th rou gh  Pr e fe r e n ce  a n d  
Ch oice  Asse ssm e n t  Th e m e  

Loca t ion : 
Grand  A 

Pre se n t e r (s): Kari Gje rde -Kem pf, Am y Grabe r 
Au t h or (s ): NA 

 

 Focu s  a r e a : Ind ividua l Stu den ts and  Tie r 3  

 Le ve l: In te rm edia te   

 Have  you  eve r wonde red  why your reward  system  doesn’t appear to  
be  working? On m any occasions, we 've  heard  from  teache rs, 
caregive rs, and  com m unity p rovide rs tha t an  ind ivid ua l’s  behavior 
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p lan  appears to  have  stop ped  working. One  reason  m ay be  tha t the  
reward  system  is  no longer m otiva ting. 
 
You  will le arn  about d irect p re fe rence  and  choice  asse ssm ent. Direct 
asse ssm ent is  a  powerfu l way for sta ff to  include  studen t voice  in  
behaviora l in te rven tions and  increase  e ffectiveness. We 'll de scribe  
basic app lica tion  of b oth  types of asse ssm ent. You 'll have  a  chance  to  
p ractice  one  type  of p re fe rence  assessm ent and  take  m ate ria ls  to  use  
in  your own practice , too. 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : Hom e  practitione rs, school p rofe ssiona ls, and  
organ iza tions/agencie s 
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A Be h a vior  An a lyt ic Cla ssroom  Ma n a ge m e n t  Con su lt in g Mod e l 
fo r  Ea r ly Ch ild h ood  Cla ssroom s  

Loca t ion : 
Grand  B 

Pre se n t e r (s): Rosie  Coop e r, Margare t Gifford  
Au t h or (s ): Rosie  Coope r, Margare t Gifford  

 

 Focu s  a r e a : Early Childhood   

 Le ve l: In te rm edia te   

 Classroom  m an agem ent is  a  p ivota l com ponen t of success in  early 
learn ing classroom s. Join  our pane l to  learn  how two behavior 
ana lysts  in tegra ted  behavior ana lytic classroom  m an agem ent teache r 
tra in ing and  coach ing across six PreK classroom s. You  will a lso  hear 
from  the  d irectors of the  PreK program  as they d iscuss re su lts  
obse rved  from  the  classroom s, bene fits  of the  partn e rsh ip , socia l 
va lid ity da ta , le ssons learned  from  the  classroom s, and  p lans for 
fu tu re  growth . 

 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls and  organ iza tions/agencie s 
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Im p le m e n t in g In d ivid u a lize d  Be h a vior  Su p p or t  Usin g 
De m on st r a t ion , Pr a ct ice , a n d  Coa ch in g 

Loca t ion : 
Grand  C  

Pr e se n t e r (s): Scott Spau ld ing, Maria  Ibarra , Se lena  Killin , Carol Davis 
Au t h or (s ): NA 

 

 Focu s  a r e a : Ind ividua l Stu den ts and  Tie r 3  

 Le ve l: In te rm edia te   

 We’ll in troduce  a  se rie s of tra in ing com p onents deve loped  for a  m ulti-
year study on  an  on line  coach ing and  collabora tion  system  in  school 
system s based  on  p roven  profe ssiona l deve lopm ent m ode ls. We  
cove r case  exam ples, in te rven tion  gu ides, p rogre ss tracking, and  a  
coach ing organ ize r to  he lp  teache rs im plem ent Tie r 3 support. 
 
We 'll p rovide  specific, evidence -based  stra tegie s for tra in ing 
educa tors to  im ple m ent ind ividua l-studen t behavior supports  tha t 
a re  e ffective , accessib le , system atic, and  feasib le . These  function-
based  behavior in te rven tions can  reduce  behaviora l cha llenges and  
increase  educa tiona l opp ortun itie s for studen ts, pa rticu la rly those  
from  h istorica lly m argin a lized  com m unitie s. We 'll sh are  m ate ria ls  to  
use  with in  your own school team s as part of our se ssion .  
 
Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls  
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Syst e m s Ch e ck ! Im p le m e n t a t ion  Dr ive r s  a n d  Ba r r ie r s  fo r  
Progra m m in g Ad va n ce d  Be h a vior a l Su p p or t s  
 

Pr e se n t e r (s): Mark Sam u dre , Lauren  LeJeune , Je ssica  Tore lli 
Au t h or (s ): NA 

Loca t ion : 
Grand  G 

 

 Focu s  a r e a : Tie r 2  

 Le ve l: In te rm edia te   

 What re sources exist in  your school/d istrict to  bu ild  capacity for 
school-wide  p rogram m ing of ta rge ted  and  in tensive  behaviora l 
supports? What barrie rs exist? During th is  p resen ta tion , we 'll p rovide  
re su lts  from  a  na tion-wide  survey tha t exp lored  facilita tors and  
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barrie rs for successfu l im plem enta tion . Teache rs, school and  d istrict 
adm in istra tion , and  specia lized  support pe rsonne l (e .g., behavior 
ana lyst, school psychologist) p rovide  insigh t on  what re sources a re  
com m only ava ilab le  and  h ow those  re sources link with  the  cha llenges 
tha t m any schools face  today. 
 
We 'll share  what we  learned  and  what it m eans for your d istrict! Our 
re su lts  p rovide  tim e ly in form ation  to  he lp  school an d  d istrict-leve l 
le ade rs m ake  decisions about investm ents to  supp ort 
im plem enta tion  of advanced  behaviora l supports . 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls  
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Wh o Su st a in e d  Tie r  1 PBIS t h rou gh  t h e  COVID-19 Pa n d e m ic?  
Loca t ion : 

Grand  H 

Pre se n t e r (s): Kent McIn tosh  
Au t h or (s ): Angus Kittlem an , Ste re tt Merce r  

 

Focu s  a r e a : School-Wide  System s and  Tie r 1  

Le ve l: In te rm edia te    

Susta in ing e ffective  p ractice s in  schools has a lways been  a  cha llenge , 
bu t the  b road  e ffects  of th e  COVID-19 pandem ic have  pu t un ique  
stre ss on  system s and  educa tors. Th is p re sen ta tion  will report 
find ings from  a  5-year stu dy of 595 schools across 22 US sta te s. More  
schools than  we  expected had  susta ined  Tie r 1 PBIS system s, and  
the re  were  im portan t p re d ictors tha t can  be  ta rge te d  to  increase  the  
durab ility o f PBIS system s. Through  th is  se ssion , we 'll h igh ligh t the  
durab ility o f Tie r 1 PBIS when  schools a re  faced  with  sign ifican t crise s 
and  provide  p ractica l stra tegie s for how school PBIS team s can  
rebound  and  strengthen  the ir un ive rsa l supports  to  im prove  studen t 
ou tcom es. 

 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls  
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Le sson s  Le a rn e d : Fu sin g Socia l-Em ot ion a l a n d  Be h a vior a l 
Su p p or t  fo r  Bla ck  Le a rn e r s  

Loca t ion : 
Grand  F 

 
Pr e se n t e r (s): Aaron  Cam pbe ll, Wendy Corne ll, Mad ison  Im le r, Austin  
Jackson , Portia  Branch  
Au t h or (s ): Aaron  Cam pbe ll 

 

 Focu s  a r e a : Tie r 2  

 Le ve l: In te rm edia te   

 Th is se ssion  will de lve  in to  using a  com m on behaviora l stra tegy to  
in tensify your K-12, un ive rsa l SEL curricu lum . Pre sen te rs will share  
re sources and  d iscuss insigh ts ga ined  from  a  se rie s of re search  
stud ie s in tegra ting socia l-em otiona l and  behaviora l support for Black 
learne rs with  and  a t risk for em otiona l and  behaviora l d isorde rs. 

 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls  
 

 

 
Cre a t in g a  Cu lt u r e  o f At t e n d a n ce : How  Lovin g Sch ool Re d u ce d  
Ab se n t e e ism  b y Ove r  10% 

Loca t ion : 
Regency A  

 Pr e se n t e r (s): Becca  Fitzge ra ld   
Au t h or (s ): Che lsea  Borowski 

 

 Focu s  a r e a : School-Wide  System s and  Tie r 1  

 Le ve l: Beginne r  

 It 's  m ore  th an  a  day off. Chron ic absen tee ism  is  a  risk factor for m any 
adve rse  studen t ou tcom e s, includ ing increased  m enta l illne ss, h ighe r 
d ropout ra te s, and  decreased  academ ic ach ievem ent. Now, im agine  
reducing chron ic absen tee ism  with  fun , joy, an d  crea tivity for eve ry 
sta ff m em ber and  studen t, instead  of truancy le tte rs and  long 
m ee tings. We’ll ou tline  how to  im plem ent Tie r 1 and  Tie r 2 school 
system s to  im prove  studen t a ttend ance  in  e lem enta ry schools by 
foste ring a  positive  and  inclusive  school cu ltu re .  
 
We 'll focus on  un ive rsa l in te rven tions tha t bene fit a ll s tuden ts, such  
as engaging learn ing environm ents , s trong studen t-teache r 
re la tionsh ips, and  active  fam ily involvem ent. By showcasing 
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successfu l case  stud ie s, da ta -driven  stra tegie s, and  susta inab le  
p ractice s, we 'll p rovide  a  roadm ap for schools to  crea te  a  cu ltu re  
whe re  studen ts a re  eage r to  a ttend  regu larly, u ltim a te ly reducing 
chron ic absen tee ism  and  enhancing ove ra ll academ ic ou tcom es. 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls  
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Bu yin g-In  t o  Fa d in g Ou t : Effe ct ive  Coa ch in g St r a t e gie s  fo r  Sch oo l-
b a se d  Be h a vior  Sp e cia lis t s  

Loca t ion : 
Regency B 

Pre se n t e r (s): Am and a  Borosh , Rebecca  Folke rts  
Au t h or (s ): NA 

 

Focu s  a r e a : Classroom   

 Le ve l: In te rm edia te   

 Collab ora tion  be tween  educa tors and  school-based  behavior 
specia lists  is  essen tia l for im proving the  im plem en ta tion  and  
susta inab ility of PBS in  schools. Howeve r, e arn ing buy-in  and  bu ild ing 
capacity to  susta in  the se  stra tegie s once  d irect support fades rem ains 
a  pe rsisten t cha llenge . 
 
We’ll in troduce  Practice -Based  Coach ing (PBC), a  collabora tive  
fram ework, to  im prove  th e  im plem enta tion  and  sus ta inab ility of 
positive  behavior supports  in  schools. You 'll le a rn  how to  use  
strengths-and-needs assessm ents, conduct focused  obse rva tions, 
and  engage  in  re flective  feedback to  bu ild  capacity and  earn  
stakeholde r buy-in  for lon g-te rm  PBS im plem enta tion  a t any tie r. 
We 'll share  a  case  study using PBC to  coach  gene ra l educa tion  
teache rs in  im plem enting CW-FIT, too.  
 
By the  end  of the  se ssion , participan ts will be  ab le  to : (1) d iffe ren tia te  
be tween  tra in ing and  coach ing, (2) e ffective ly include  earn  buy-in , (3) 
use  strengths-and-needs asse ssm ents to  gu ide  coach ing, (4) conduct 
focused  obse rva tions, (5) engage  in  re flective  feedback se ssions, and  
(6) deve lop  crite ria  for fad ing ou t support. 

 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls   
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Session D: 3:45 p.m. -  4:45 p.m. CST 

 SEL a n d  Be h a vior  fo r  Lit t le s  
Loca t ion : 

Grand  A 

 Pr e se n t e r (s): Trisha  Autrey 
Au t h or (s ): NA 

 

 Focu s  a r e a : Classroom   

 Le ve l: Beginne r  

 Th is course  p rovides educa tors with  insigh t and  practica l Tie r 1 
stra tegie s for foste ring a  supportive  classroom  environm ent ta ilored  
to  m ee t the  socia l, em otiona l, and  behaviora l needs of Pre school 
th rough  second  grade  studen ts. Participan ts will exp lore  evidence -
based  approaches to  und e rstand ing and  addre ssing d ive rse  studen t 
needs, p rom oting positive  re la tionsh ips, and  cu ltiva ting em otiona l 
in te lligence .  
 
Through  a  com bina tion  o f theore tica l found ations and  hands-on  
app lica tions, educa tors will ga in  the  skills  necessary to  crea te  
inclusive  and  nurtu ring spaces. 

 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls  
 

 

 
 

Wh a t 's  r e a lly h a p p e n in g w it h  b e h a vior  in  sch oo ls? A Su rve y of 
Ed u ca t or s  

Loca t ion : 
Grand  B 

  Pr e se n t e r (s): Sarah  Wilkinson , Gre tchen  Sche ibe l 
Au t h or (s ): NA 

 

  Focu s  a r e a : School-Wide  System s and  Tie r 1  

  Le ve l: Advanced   

  Teache rs a re  leaving the  classroom  in  d roves – partly because  they're  
expected  to  both  educa te  young m inds AND m anage  cha llenging 
classroom s withou t the  righ t tra in ing.  
 

 



 
 

 
 Schedule is subject to change. Check Cvent for the la test schedule.  

Mainstage  
Session 

Concurren t 
Session APBS Talk 

Pre-
conference  

Learn ing 
Exh ib it Hall Refreshm en ts Networking Design  Lab Birds of a  

Fea ther 
Presiden t’s 

Pick 

          

 
Gen  Learn ing ACE CEU 

 
Eth ics Ace  CEU 

 
NASP CPD CEU 

 

Through  th is  se ssion , we 'll p re sen t re su lts  of a  sp ring 2024 survey of 
3,500 educa tors’ expe riences with  studen t behavior, existing 
behaviora l supports  and  tra in ing opportun itie s, pe rce ived  
e ffectiveness of those  supports/ tra in ings, barrie rs to  p rovid ing m ore  
e ffective  supports , and  educa tor burnou t. During th e  se ssion , we 'll 
encourage  a ttendees to  ask questions, p rovide  feedback on  the  
survey, and  share  how your own expe riences a lign  with  the  survey 
re su lts .  
 
We 're  a lso  incorpora ting re search  and  practica l app lica tions so  you  
can  app ly what you  learn  to  your own se ttings. We 'll share  
im plica tions for policy and  practice , as we ll as recom m endations for 
next steps to  fu rthe r extend  th is  re search . 

  Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls  
 

 

 
Cu lt u r a lly Ad a p t e d  Cross-Age  Pe e r  Tu t or in g fo r  Bla ck  Ma le  EBD 
Mid d le  Sch o ol St u d e n t s  

Loca t ion : 
Grand  C 

 Pr e se n t e r (s): Tiffany Crawford  
Au t h or (s ): NA 

 

 Focu s  a r e a : Tie r 2 and  Eq uity  

 Le ve l: In te rm edia te   

 Black m ale  studen ts with  em otiona l and  behaviora l d isorde rs (EBDs) 
face  un ique  socia l-em otiona l and  behaviora l cha llen ges. Learn  how to  
reduce  exte rna lizing behaviors and  im prove  socia l ou tcom es using a  
cu ltu ra lly adap ted  SEL curricu lum  de live red  th rough  cross-age  pee r 
tu toring for Black m ale  m idd le  school studen ts with  EBD. 

 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls  
 

 

 
En h a n cin g High  Sch ool PBIS: In s igh t s  fr om  Im p le m e n t in g 
Un ive r sa l Scr e e n in g 

Loca t ion : 
Grand  G  

 Pr e se n t e r (s): Am i Flam m ini, Sa lly Ke lly, Leslie  Blockm an  
Au t h or (s ): Am i Flam m ini 
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 Focu s  a r e a : Menta l Hea lth   

 Le ve l: In te rm edia te   

 We 're  see ing anxie ty and  depre ssion  increase  am ong adole scen ts – 
and  it's  tim e  to  take  action . During th is  se ssion , we 'll showcase  how 
My SAEBERs has been  in tegra ted  in to  h igh  school PBIS fram eworks. It 
h igh ligh ts the  tool's  role  in  iden tifying and  addre ssing increasing 
anxie ty and  depre ssion  am ong studen ts. We’ll cove r p ractica l 
app lica tions, s tuden t feed back, and  stra tegic im provem ents, 
dem onstra ting how My SAEBERs supports  a  un ified  approach  to  
enhancing studen t m enta l hea lth  and  we ll-be ing across the ir 
educa tiona l journey. 
 
Attendees will ga in  a  nuanced  unde rstand ing of how da ta-driven  
tools can  addre ss the  growing conce rns re la ted  to  in te rna lizing 
behaviors in  adole scen ts. We  will p rovide  actionab le  stra tegie s for 
leve raging My SAEBERs to  enhance  m enta l hea lth  su pport, 
dem onstra ting its  a lignm e nt with  con tem p orary re search  and  best 
p ractice s in  school-based  in te rven tions.  

 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls  
 

 

 
Le t 's  Pla y! Eva lu a t ion  o f a  Nove l Ga m e -Ba se d  Grou p  Con t in ge n cy: 
Ke rPlu n k  

Loca t ion : 
Grand  F 

 Pr e se n t e r (s): Zach ary LaBrot 
Au t h or  (s ): Brittany Garza , Lourdes Rodriguez 

 

 Focu s  a r e a : Early Childhood   

 Le ve l: In te rm edia te   

 PBS across the  life span  begins in  early ch ildhood . Young ch ild ren’s 
d isp lay of cha llenging behavior in  early educa tion  se ttings m ay cause  
d isrup tion  to  the ir le arn in g and  im pact socia l-em otiona l and  
behaviora l ou tcom es. Fortuna te ly, re search  consisten tly 
dem onstra te s tha t PBIS are  e ffective  for p rom oting socia l-em otiona l 
and  behaviora l ou tcom es while  p reven ting undesirab le  ou tcom es.  
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We 'll d iscuss using group  con tingencie s in  early educa tion  se ttings to  
p rom ote  positive  behavior and  socia l-em otiona l deve lopm ent. 
Although  group  con tingen cie s a re  e ffective  and  easy to  incorpora te  
in to  da ily activitie s, the re  is  lim ited  re search  on  the ir use  with  young 
ch ild ren . Th is p re sen ta tion  will de scribe  a  study tha t te sted  the  
e ffectiveness of a  new in te rdependen t group  con tingency, ca lled  
"KerPlunk," in  th ree  p re school classroom s. 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls  
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Usin g Coa ch in g t o  Sca le  Up  a  Cla ssr oom  Ma n a ge m e n t  Syst e m  for  
Ru ra l Se t t in gs  

Loca t ion : 
Regency A 

Pre se n t e r (s): Nicole tte  Grasley-Boy 
Au t h or (s ): Gre tchen  Sche ibe l  

 

Focu s  a r e a : Classroom    

Le ve l: In te rm edia te   

Provid ing evidence -based support to  teache rs is  an  ongoing 
cha llenge , worsened  by increasing dem ands and  shortages. These  
d ifficu ltie s a re  exace rba ted  in  ru ra l se ttings, whe re  sta ff have  
num erous re sponsib ilitie s  and  un ique  cha llenges. 
 
We 'll p rovide  an  in -dep th  ove rview of the  ru ra l coach ing m ode l used  
to  support h igh-fide lity im plem enta tion  of CW-FIT, includ ing barrie rs 
and  facilita tors to  im plem enta tion  iden tified  during an  ongoing la rge -
sca le  study in  ru ra l schools. We  will a lso  share  quantita tive  and  
qua lita tive  p ilot da ta  colle cted  th rough  th is  p roject to  exam ine  
poten tia l ou tcom es associa ted  with  ru ra l im ple m enta tion . Fina lly, we  
will h igh ligh t the  to ta l im p lem enta tion  cost of insta lling and  
supporting the  use  of CW-FIT in  ru ra l schools, using the  ru ra l 
coach ing m ode l, and  will com pare  th is  to  trad itiona l “tra in  the  tra ine r” 
m ode ls to  h igh ligh t cost e fficiencie s for ru ra l d istricts . 

 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls  
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DSC: A Proa ct ive  Ap p roa ch  t o  Posit ive  Cla ssr oom  Ma n a ge m e n t  in  
High  Sch ools  

Loca t ion : 
Regency B  

 Pr e se n t e r (s): Tricia  Skyle s 
Au t h or (s ): Ke ith  Herm an , Kirby Chow, Made line  Cin cebeaux 

 

 Focu s  a r e a : Classroom   

 Le ve l: In te rm edia te   

 When  studen ts rece ive  d iscip line  re fe rra ls , suspensions, or 
expu lsions, they lose  va luab le  learn ing opportun itie s, bene fits  of 
good  re la tionsh ips with  te ache rs and  pee rs, and  m ore . Research  
ind ica te s tha t secondary school te ache rs can  p lay a  critica l role  in  
he lp ing studen ts adap t to  school and  rem ain  acade m ica lly engaged . 
 
During th is  se ssion , we 'll d iscuss Discip line  in  the  Secondary 
Classroom  (DSC), which  is  an  e ffective  p rogram  to  h e lp  h igh  school 
te ache rs design  a  classroom  m an agem ent p lan  th a t p reven ts 
p rob lem s, foste rs studen t engagem ent, te aches studen ts to  behave  
re sponsib ly, and  crea te s a  positive  and  productive  classroom  
environm ent. DSC is we ll-a ligned  with  PBIS and  offe rs new and  
seasoned  teache rs stra tegie s to  crea te  a  successfu l classroom  
m anagem en t p lan . Th is se ssion  will p rovide  an  ove rview of DSC and  
re su lts  from  a  recen tly com ple ted  study, a long with  key 
recom m enda tions you  can  use  in  your own schools. 

 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls  
 

 

   Exhibit Hall, Poster Sessions and Bingo 
5 p.m. -  6 p.m. CST  Loca t ion : Foye r 

APBS has deve loped  a  un ique  BINGO gam e  to  he lp  you  exp lore  the  Exhib it Ha ll. Each  a ttendee  will 
rece ive  a  BINGO card  upon  check-in . Visit the  loca tions on  your BINGO card  to  rece ive  a  sticke r. 
Gathe r sticke rs from  a ll participa ting exh ib it booths  to  ge t en te red  in  the  p rize  d rawing.  
 
Th e  gr a n d  p r ize  is  a  $500 gift  ca rd ! Othe r p rize s m ay be  added . 
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  APBS Film Festival 
6:30  p.m. -  7:30  p.m. CST  Loca t ion : Grand  DE 

Join  us in  Grand  DE for th e  APBS film  fe stiva l! Th is year’s them e  is  Bridging Rela t ionships & 
Posit ivit y. Com e  vote  for your favorite  film  tha t dem onstra te s the  core  PBIS princip le s in  two m ajor 
film  ca tegorie s: Instruction  and  School Engagem ent.   
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Day 2: Friday, March 14 

Registration  
7 a.m. -  6 p.m. CST 

 
Loca t ion : Coat Room  

 Exhibit Hall  
7 a.m. -  6 p.m. CST Loca t ion : Foye r 

Through  the  Exhib it Hall, you 'll ge t to  see  cu tting-edge  dem onstra tions and  educa tion a l con ten t th a t 
h igh ligh t the  la te st deve lopm ents in  PBS. 

 

 Welcome and Mainstage Keynote 
7:30 a.m. – 9:15 a.m. CST Loca t ion : Gran d  DE 

  

Ma in s t a ge  Sp e a k e r : Lo la  Da d a -Olle y 

Engaging Families 

On day two, we ’re  keep ing the  m om entu m  by bringing ou t a  heavy h itte r, 
Lola  Dada-Olley, as our m ainstage  speake r!   

Lola  is  an  a ttorney, advoca te , m othe r, wife , s iste r, and  podcast founde r. She  
p ractice s law a t a  globa l banking institu tion , whe re  she  sits  a t the  in te rsection  
of law, accessib ility, and  te chnology. He r role  includes advising business 
partne rs on  m a tte rs re la ting to  the  Am ericans with  Disab ilitie s Act. 
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In  2020, Lola  launched  the  Not Your Mam a 's Autism  Podcast. Part aud io m e m oir, part in te rview style  
podcast, Lola  weaves in  pe rsonal narra tive s of he r life  as an  olde r sib ling to  an  au tistic m an  with  an  
in te llectua l d isab ility and  now, as a  m othe r of two au tistic ch ild ren , with  in te rviews of various 
m em bers of the  globa l neurod ive rgen t and  d isab ility com m unitie s. 

Lola  gives ta lks na tionwid e  – includ ing he r TEDx ta lks – on  a  varie ty of top ics, includ ing hope , socie ta l 
s tigm a, d isab ility inclusion , de sign  th inking, specia l educa tion , access to  hea lth  care , and  the  m enta l 
hea lth  of life tim e  caregivers. 

Lola  touches on  socie ta l s tigm a, cu ltu re , the  in te rsection  of race  and  d isab ility, and  corpora te  
d isab ility inclusion  e fforts . She  will share  tha t ge tting a  d iagnosis for au tism  – or for any specia l need  
– is  like  be ing “drafted  in to  the  specia l force s un it of m othe rhood .” And  for he r, tha t h as happened  
twice . 

Lola’s m ulti-gene ra tion a l expe rience  with  au tism  gives he r a  un ique  pe rspective  and  a  passion  for 
"living ou t loud .” Through  th is  expe rience , Lola  will he lp  confe rence  a ttendees im prove  the ir 
unde rstand ing of the  sup port fam ilie s and  the  IDD com m unity need  and  provide  a  fram ework for 
p rofe ssiona ls to  be tte r su pport fam ilie s with  ch ild ren  with  d isab ilitie s. 
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Morning Concurrent Sessions 
 Session E: 9:45 -  10:45 a.m. CST 

 
Prom ot in g Fa m ily-Sch oo l Con n e ct ion s  t h rou gh  Un ive r sa l, 
Ta rge t e d , a n d  In d ivid u a lize d  Ap p roa ch e s   

Loca t ion : 
Grand  A 

 Pr e se n t e r (s): Tyle r Sm ith , Shannon  Holm es 
Au t h or (s ): Jenna  Strawhu n  

 

 Focu s  a r e a : Fam ilie s and  Paren t Supports   

 Le ve l: In te rm edia te   

 Fam ilie s p lay a  critica l role  in  supporting PBIS in  schools. We 'll p rovide  
em pirica l and  theore tica l support for fam ily engagem ent p ractice s, 
a long with  p ractica l, evide nce -based  stra tegie s for bu ild ing and  
strengthen ing fam ily engagem ent with in  MTSS.  
 
Specifica lly, we ’ll exp lore  fam ily engagem ent th rough  a  th ree -tie red  
con tinuu m  includ ing un ive rsa l, ta rge ted , and  ind ividua lized  
approaches. We 'll share  video exam ples, case  stud ies, and  p ractice  
p rotocols to  m ake  th is  top ic com e  a live  for participan ts as we ll. 

 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : Hom e  practitione rs and  school p rofe ssiona ls  
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All Syst e m s Go – In t e gra t in g Be h a vior a l He a lt h  a n d  
In t e lle ct u a l/ De ve lop m e n t a l Disa b ilit y Syst e m s  

Loca t ion : 
Grand  B 

Pre se n t e r (s): Am ber Stockree f, Rhiannon  Evans 
Au t h or (s ): NA 

 

 Focu s  a r e a : IDD  

 Le ve l: Beginne r  

 Naviga ting m enta l hea lth  and  in te llectua l/deve lopm enta l d isab ility 
system s can  be  clunky and  burdensom e  for ind ividua ls and  caregive rs 
who are  sim ply trying to  access qua lity care .  
 
We 'll cove r the  com m on system ic hurd le s to  in tegra ting se rvice s for 
pe rsons with  co-occurring d iagnoses and  how Missouri is  beginn ing to  
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use  app lied  behavior ana lysis  p rincip le s a t a  system s leve l to  bust the se  
barrie rs and  de live r se rvice s when  and  how they a re  needed .  
 
We 'll share  how Missouri Echos a re  deve lop ing collabora tive  skills  
across the  sta te , a long with  specific da ta  from  Missouri’s  Alliance  of 
Dual Diagnosis Echo. We  will a lso  share  Missouri’s  Tie red  Supports  da ta  
from  provide r organ iza tions tha t ou tline s needs, im plem enta tion  of 
system s e fforts , p rogre ss, and  ou tcom es. 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls and  organ iza tions/agencie s 
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Cre a t in g Le ve ls  Syst e m s fo r  You t h  in  Cor r e ct ion a l a n d  Re sid e n t ia l 
Se t t in gs  u s in g a  PBIS Fra m e w ork  

Loca t ion : 
Grand  C 

Pre se n t e r (s): Lauren  Brown, Em ily Spurlock, Ash ley Greenwald  
Au t h or (s ): Lauren  Brown, Em ily Spurlock 

 

 Focu s  a r e a : Hom e  and  Com m unity  

 Le ve l: In te rm edia te   

 Although  not fede ra lly m andated , m any re siden tia l trea tm ent and  
juven ile  justice  facilitie s use  a  leve ls system  to  gauge  you th  p rogre ss 
th roughou t the ir stay. The  p rob lem ? Staff often  report tha t leve ls 
system s don 't he lp  you th  ach ieve  the ir goa ls or le arn  im portan t skills  
necessary for exit.  
 
We 'll review leve ls system s crea ted  for you th  in  two d iffe ren t se ttings: 
juven ile  justice  and  re siden tia l trea tm en t. You’ll le arn  the  h istory 
beh ind  the  use  of leve ls system s in  correctiona l and  re siden tia l 
trea tm en t se ttings, the  p revious system s each  facility had  in  p lace , why 
the  system s were  changed , and  how the  updated  le ve ls system s are  
curren tly se rving you th  and  sta ff. You’ll a lso  learn  stra tegie s to  m ake  
leve ls system s consisten t with  FWPBIS. 

 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : Hom e  practitione rs and  com m unity/fam ily supports   
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Coa ch in g fo r  Fa m ily-Sch oo l-Com m u n it y Pa r t n e r sh ip s  in  In t e gra t e d  
PBIS a n d  Sch ool Me n t a l He a lt h  

Loca t ion : 
Grand  H 

Pre se n t e r (s): Andy Garb acz, Katie  Poh lm an , Ke lly Pe ra le s, Steve  Kilgus 
Au t h or (s ): Andy Garbacz, Katie  Poh lm an , Ke lly Pe ra le s, Katie  Eklund , 
Steve  Kilgus 

 

 Focu s  a r e a : Fam ilie s and  Paren t Supports   

 Le ve l: Beginne r  

 You  will le arn  about coach ing to  m erge  fam ily-school-com m unity 
partne rsh ips with in  in tegra ted  PBIS and  school m en ta l hea lth . We 'll 
share  suggestions from  fam ilie s and  school team s, and  school 
im plem enta tion  da ta  tha t supported  the  deve lopm ent of a  coach ing 
m ode l for fam ily-school-com m unity partne rsh ips. As part of the  
se ssion , you 'll rece ive  resources to  support your coach ing and  
eva lua tion  o f fam ily-school-com m unity partne rsh ips  tha t can  be  
app lied  across se ttings. 

 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : Hom e  practitione rs, com m un ity/fam ily supports  and  
school p rofe ssiona ls  
 

 

 
Provid in g La n gu a ge , Aca d e m ic, a n d  Be h a vior  Su p p or t  t o  La n gu a ge  
Min or it y St u d e n t s  w it h  Disa b ilit ie s  

Loca t ion : 
Grand  F 

 Pr e se n t e r (s): Mack Burke , Azizu llah  Mirzae i, Michae l Paa l, Anna-Maria  
Hin tz, Zohreh  Eslam i 
Au t h or (s ): Anna-Maria  Hin tz, Zohreh  Eslam i 

 

 Focu s  a r e a : Equity  

 Le ve l: Beginne r  

 As globa liza tion , m igra tion , and  im m igra tion  increase , schools a re  
becom ing m ultilingu al environm ents, p re sen ting new cha llenges. 
Schools a re  be ing asked  to  addre ss the  educa tiona l, psychologica l, and  
behaviora l needs of language  m inority studen ts. Ad ditiona lly, the re  is  a  
notab le  connection  be tween  socia l inclusion , language  acqu isition , lack 
of pee r in te raction , pee r friendsh ips, and  pee r accep tance  tha t is  
associa ted  with  behaviora l issues. 
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We 'll p rovide  an  ove rview of p rom ising p ractice s for supporting the  
language , academ ic, and  socia l-behaviora l needs of language  m inority 
studen ts with  d isab ilitie s. Although  re search  is  lim ited , th is  
p re sen ta tion  will review prom ising stra tegie s and  p ractice s to  support 
the se  d ive rse  learne rs in  educa tion a l se ttings. 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : Hom e  practitione rs, school p rofe ssiona ls and  
com m unity/fam ily supports  
 
 

 

 
1

 

Cu lt u r a l Ad a p t a t ion s  in  Ca re give r -Me d ia t e d  Be h a vior  Su p p or t s : A 
Lit e r a t u r e  Re vie w  

Loca t ion : 
Regency A 

Pre se n t e r (s): Ana  Martin ez 
Au t h or (s ): Maria  Hugh , Fuyanan  Sh i 

 

 Focu s  a r e a : Fam ilie s and  Supports  Equity  

 Le ve l: In te rm edia te   

 We 're  b ringing the  da ta  and  sharing the  find ings from  our re search  
review! This review exam ines how evidence -based  caregive r-m edia ted  
positive  behavior support in te rven tions (CM-PBSI) a re  adap ted  for 
La tin o/Hispan ic fam ilie s, and  how stra tegie s a re  used  to  im prove  
caregive r engagem ent and  adhe rence . Through  th is  review, we  will: (1) 
exp lore  how evidence -based  m e thods a re  used  to  cu ltu ra lly ad ap t CM-
PBSI for La tin o/Hispan ic fam ilie s, (2) iden tify stra tegie s tha t encourage  
caregive r participa tion  an d  com m itm ent, and  (3) unde rstand  how 
cu ltu ra l or e thn ic d iffe ren ces im pact caregive r involvem ent in  the se  
p rogram s. 
  
We 'll a lso  share  about the  im portance  of ta iloring in te rven tions to  m ee t 
the  specific cu ltu ra l needs of fam ilie s, ensuring tha t the  in te rven tions 
a re  re levan t, e ffective , and  lead  to  strong caregive r engagem ent.  

 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : Hom e  practitione rs  
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Im p le m e n t in g t h e  Sk ills -Ba se d  Tre a t m e n t  Pr o t oco l: Ad a p t in g t o  
Im p e r fe ct  Con t e xt s  

Loca t ion : 
Regency B 

Pre se n t e r (s): Ca trion a  Martin , Hann ah  Newcom be , Pa trick Behan  
Au t h or (s ): NA 

 

 Focu s  a r e a : Hom e  and  Com m unity  

 Le ve l: Advanced   

 Practica l Function a l Assessm ent (PFA) and  Skills-Based  Trea tm ent (SBT) 
is  a  p roven  approach  for addre ssing conce rn ing behaviors and  
im proving tole rance  skills . 
 
During th is  p re sen ta tion , we 'll de scribe  the  app lica tion  of the  PFA/SBT 
with  th ree  young peop le  in  the  UK. We 'll d iscuss the  cha llenges the  
team  faced  in  im plem en ting th is  p rocedure  in  im perfect clin ica l se ttings 
whe re  fund ing, tim e , and  com m itm ent were  lim ited . We’ll d iscuss the  
p rocedura l changes m ade  to  he lp  with  im plem enta tion  and  review the  
ou tcom es for each  of the  th ree  young peop le . Lastly, we ’ll exp lore  the  
key factors tha t con tribu ted  to  success, even  in  cha llenging se ttings. 

 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : Hom e  practitione rs and  school p rofe ssiona ls   

Birds of a Feather Concurrent Sessions 

9:45 a.m. -  10:30 a.m. CST   

 

 

 

APBS High  Sch ool Ne t w o rk : Fa ce  t o  Fa ce  High  Sch oo l Th in k  Ta n k  
Loca t ion : 
Regency F 

Pre se n t e r (s): Pa tti He rshfe ld t, Am i Flam m ini 
Au t h or (s ): NA 

 

Focu s  a r e a : School-Wide  System s and  Tie r 1  

 Le ve l: Beginne r  

 Join  us live  and  form  new connections to  support your h igh  school 
work! 
 

 



 
 

 
 Schedule is subject to change. Check Cvent for the la test schedule.  

Mainstage  
Session 

Concurren t 
Session APBS Talk 

Pre-
conference  

Learn ing 
Exh ib it Hall Refreshm en ts Networking Design  Lab Birds of a  

Fea ther 
Presiden t’s 

Pick 

          

 
Gen  Learn ing ACE CEU 

 
Eth ics Ace  CEU 

 
NASP CPD CEU 

 

PBS stra tegie s a re  strongest when  re searche rs and  p rofe ssiona ls who 
are  im plem enting PBS stra tegie s collabora te . The  APBS High  School 
Ne twork connects ind ividua ls im plem enting PBIS in  h igh  schools with  
those  who are  re search ing PBIS in  h igh  schools. We’ll share  how the  
ne twork foste rs the  sharing of cha llenges, collabora tion  on  solu tions , 
and  ce lebra tion  of successe s. Additiona lly, we ’ll bu ild  m eaningfu l 
connections tha t extend  b eyond  the  on line  se ssions. 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls   

11:00 a .m. -  11:45 a .m. CST 
 

 

 

 

Mo vin g from  Da t a  t o  Act ion : In t e r a ct ive  Discu ss ion  Ad d re ss in g 
Disp rop or t ion a lit y 

Loca t ion : 
Regency E 

Pre se n t e r (s): Stephan ie  Martinez, Nichole  Fin te l 
Au t h or (s ): NA 

 

Focu s  a r e a : School-Wide  System s and  Tie r 1  

 Le ve l: In te rm edia te   

 The  da ta  is  unden iab le . Studen ts with  d isab ilitie s a re  m ore  than  twice  
as like ly to  be  suspended  than  the ir non disab led  pee rs. Black studen ts 
a re  nearly 2.5 tim es m ore  like ly to  be  suspended . We  know we can  do 
be tte r. Through  th is  in te ractive  roundtab le  worksh op , we 'll work 
th rough  two key top ics toge the r: (1) the  da ta  used  to  iden tify 
d isproportiona te  d iscip line  p ractice s, and  (2) the  stra tegie s d istricts  and  
schools a re  using to  iden tify d isproportiona lity.  
 
We 'll d iscuss stra tegie s through  five  focus a reas: curricu lum , 
awareness, re la tionsh ips, environm ent, and  d iscip line  (CARED). We 'll 
share  sam ple  re sources and  in te rven tions for each  focus a rea .  
 
You 'll le arn  evidence -based  p ractice s from  both  one  anothe r and  the  
facilita tors, he lp ing to  enh ance  the  qua lity of life  for a ll s tuden ts. 

 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls   
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APBS Talks Loca t ion : Park View  

 Habits of Researchers  
Sponsored by APBS Committee on Research  

 

Dr . Allison  Bru h n   
Un ive r s it y o f Iow a  
Profe ssor of Specia l Educa tion   
Execu tive  Director of the  
Scan lan  Cente r for School 
Menta l Health  
 
 

Join  successfu l scholars in  the  fie ld  of 
PBS to  learn  about e ffective  p ractice s 
for re searche rs.  

Drs. Bruhn  and  Machalicek will share  
insigh ts on  how to:  

(1) bu ild  re la tionsh ips/m e ntorsh ips in  
the  fie ld , (2) m anage  your tim e , (3) ge t 
the  m ost ou t of a  p roject, (4) ob ta in  
fund ing, and  (5) m ain ta in  a  hea lthy 
pe rspective  on  your career. 

 Dr . We n d y Ma ch a lice k   
Un ive r s it y o f Ore gon  
Profe ssor of Specia l Educa tion  
and  Clin ica l Sciences  
 
 

 The Advice You Probably Didn't Get 
Sponsored by APBS Committee on Mental Health and PBS Disparities  

Dr . Ru t h ie  L. Pa yn o-Sim m on s 

 

 

 

Dr. Payno-Sim m ons will le ad  a  d iscussion  ta ilored  to  wom en naviga ting the  
pa th  to  success in  PBS. She ’ll exp lore  stra tegie s for bu ild ing and  susta in ing a  
reward ing caree r in  PBS. Attendees will ga in  p ractica l insigh ts in to  leve raging 
the ir un ique  strengths, ove rcom ing com m on cha lle nges, and  a lign ing 
pe rsonal and  profe ssiona l va lues to  advance  in  the  fie ld .  

Join  us to  uncove r the  ofte n-ove rlooked  advice  tha t em powers wom en to  
exce l in  PBS, shape  the ir caree rs with  confidence , and  foste r equ ity and  
d ive rsity in  behaviora l support p ractice s. 
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Session F: 11 a.m. -  12 p.m. CST 

 
Le t 's  Ge t  Su p p or t ive : Usin g PBIS Across  t h e  Age n cy fo r  St a ff a n d  
In d ivid u a ls  Se rve d  

Loca t ion : 
Grand  A 

 Pr e se n t e r (s): Anna  Cole , Mandy Su llivan , Sarah  Ward  
Au t h or (s ): Anna  Cole , Mandy Su llivan , Sarah  Ward  

 

 Focu s  a r e a : IDD  

 Le ve l: Beginne r  

 Regard le ss of age  or ab ility, PBS can  be  an  e ffective  way to  enhance  
som eone ’s life .  We  a ll know behavior in fluences behavior. At Com Well, 
we  took th is  pe rspective  and  used  positive  behavior supports  to  
encourage  sta ff to  m ode l appropria te  a lte rna tives for our ind ividua ls. 
Th is can  he lp  shape  positive  behaviors for ind ividua ls, p rom ote  
collabora tion  an d  team work be tween  sta ff, and  crea te  a  be tte r, m ore  
e fficien t work environm ent.  
 
We  will first exp la in  how eve ryone  with in  the  agency can  be  involved , 
using a  ra inbow approach . We 'll d iscuss a  step-by-step  approach , 
includ ing what da ta  to  collect, se tting goa ls as an  agency, and  
im plem enta tion . We  be lieve  th is  approach  can  be  easily adap ted  to  fit 
in to  a  varie ty of se ttings to  support both  sta ff and  the  ind ividua ls 
se rved . 

 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : Hom e  practitione rs and  organ iza tions/agencie s 
 
 

 

 
Ro le  o f Clim a t e  An xie t y, Hop e , a n d  Com m u n it y Em p ow e rm e n t  in  
Pr e d ict in g Clim a t e  Ch a n ge  

Loca t ion : 
Grand  B 

 Pr e se n t e r (s): Liam  Davis-Bosch  
Au t h or (s ): McKenna  Parn es, Isabe lle  Pardew, Ju lia  Turne r, Sarah  
Schwartz  

 

 Focu s  a r e a : Menta l Hea lth   

 Le ve l: In te rm edia te   
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 We  will exp lore  the  role  of clim ate  anxie ty, hope , an d  com m unity 
em powerm ent in  shap ing studen ts’ willingness to  take  action  on  
clim ate  change .  
 
We 'll share  our find ings from  a  m ixed  m e thods in te rven tion  study 
where  we im plem ented  a  clim ate  change  curricu lum  in  h igh  school 
classroom s. We’ll exp lore  whe the r and  how fam ilia l and  com m u nity 
em powerm ent can  buffe r aga inst d istre ss and  prom ote  studen t 
engagem ent, with  a  focus on  h istorica lly m argina lize d  groups. The  
tracked  clim ate -re la ted  behaviors varied , includ ing voting for 
cand ida te s based  on  the ir clim ate  positions , sharing in form a tion  on  
socia l m edia , d isp laying clim ate  action  m essages th rough  a ttire  or 
signs, and  sign ing clim ate -re la ted  pe titions and  stud en t-inpu tted  
answers.  
 
Learn  how a  ch ild ’s com m unity con tribu te s to  the ir se lf-e fficacy and  
learn  ways to  foste r a  grea te r sense  of em powerm ent am ong h igh  
school studen ts. 

 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls  
 

 

 
Im p a ct  o f PBIS Fid e lit y t o  St a ff Re t e n t ion  Wit h in  Psych ia t r ic 
Re sid e n t ia l Tre a t m e n t  o f Fa cilit ie s  

Loca t ion : 
Grand  C 

 Pr e se n t e r (s): Mikayla  Lawless, Christophe r De lap  
Au t h or (s ): Mikayla  Lawless, Christophe r De lap , Lydia  Shontz, Layla  
McEniry  

 

 Focu s  a r e a : Menta l Hea lth   

 Le ve l: Advanced   

 During th is  se ssion , you’ll le arn  about the  role  of PBIS fram ework in  
organ iza tiona l capacity-bu ild ing and  jum p-sta rting a  con tinuous 
im provem ent cycle .  
 
Supporting d irect se rvice  p rovide rs is  critica l for Kansas m enta l and  
behaviora l hea lth  organ iza tions. We 'll h igh ligh t two d iscre te  e fforts  to  
re spond  to  th is  need  by im plem enting PBIS stra tegie s with in  Psych ia tric 
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Residen tia l Trea tm ent Facilitie s (PRTF). The  re su lts  from  these  da ta  se ts  
a re  sim ila r, showing a  positive  link be tween  PBIS fide lity and  sta ff 
re ten tion , in fluenced  by the  ra te  of behaviora l incid en ts. We 'll b reak 
down these  re su lts , what they m ean  for a ttendees, and  
recom m enda tions for next steps. 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : Organ iza tion s/agencie s and  m enta l hea lth  p rofe ssion a ls  
 

 

 
Th e  Kid s  Are n 't  OK a n d  Ne it h e r  a r e  We : Th e  Me n t a l He a lt h  Ca re  
Work s  Ca m p a ign  fo r  Hu m a n it y 

Loca t ion : 
Grand  G 

 
Pr e se n t e r (s): Monica  Taylor-Desir, Brook Choule t, Tonja  Myles, Rawle  
Andrews  
Au t h or (s ): Rawle  Andrews 

 

 Focu s  a r e a : Menta l Hea lth   

 Le ve l: In te rm edia te   

 Menta l hea lth  has reached  a  crisis  poin t in  our country. The  way 
pa tien ts and  fam ily caregive rs approach  the ir m enta l hea lth  shou ld  
m irror the ir physica l hea lthcare , from  conve rsa tion  to  p reven tion  to  
trea tm en t.  
 
The  APA Foundation  is  com m itted  to  be ing the  voice  tha t says: “Menta l 
Health  Care  Works.” Th is se ssion  will fea tu re  clin icians and  pe rsons 
with  lived  expe rience  who are  supporting th is  na tiona l cam paign  to  
ra ise  awareness and  change  a ttitudes.  
 
Th is expe rt pane l will d iscuss best p ractice s to  addre ss m enta l hea lth  
conce rns, encourage  struggling ind ividua ls and  fam ilie s to  speak with  
hea lth  care  p rovide rs abou t the se  conditions, and  u ltim a te ly norm alize  
the  pub lic’s a ttitude  towards m enta l hea lth  an d  we ll-be ing. 

 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : Hom e  practitione rs, m enta l hea lth  p rofe ssiona ls, school 
p rofe ssiona ls, com m unity/fam ily supports , and  organ iza tions/agencie s 
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Are  Ed u ca t or s  Bu rn t  Ou t ? A St a t e w id e  In q u iry Plu s  Act ion a b le  
St e p s  

Loca t ion : 
Grand  H 

 Pr e se n t e r (s): Ash ley Rila , Ge rta  Bardh osh i, Allison  Bruhn  
Au t h or (s ): De rek Rodge rs 

 

 Focu s  a r e a : Menta l Hea lth   

 Le ve l: In te rm edia te   

 Educa tion  is  conside red  one  of the  m ost stre ssfu l occupations, and  it’s  
a  sign ifican t pub lic hea lth  issue . Through  a  sta tewide  inqu iry, we  
investiga ted  educa tor burnout in  various positions (e .g., te ache rs, 
paraprofe ssion a ls, counse lors, adm in istra tors) th rou gh  a  su rvey and  
in te rviews.  
 
We’ll report quan tita tive  and  qua lita tive  ou tcom es b y educa tor position  
and  d iscuss actionab le  steps re la ted  to  in te rven tion s and  policy. 

 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls  
 

 

 
Th e  Im p a ct  o f a  Tie r  2 Profe ss ion a l De ve lop m e n t  on  CICO 
Im p le m e n t a t ion  a n d  St u d e n t  Ou t com e s  

Loca t ion : 
Grand  F 

 Pr e se n t e r (s): Farya  Haide r, Am anda  Witte , Chandra  Essex, Mackenzie  
Riede l 
Au t h or (s ): Farya  Haide r, Am anda  Witte , Ch andra  Essex, Mackenzie  
Riede l, Scott Eckm an  

 

 Focu s  a r e a : Tie r 2  

 Le ve l: In te rm edia te   

 Effective  im plem enta tion  of Tie r 2 studen t supports  unde r a  MTSS 
fram ework is  h igh ly dependen t on  bu ild ing sta ff kn owledge  and  
com pe tencie s. The  Nebraska  Sta te  Pe rsonne l Deve lopm ent Gran t team  
supported  six d istricts’ Tier 2 im plem enta tions with  p rofe ssiona l 
deve lopm ent, im ple m enta tion  m onitoring, and  eva lua tion . You  will 
le arn :  
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1. About the  com ponen ts of p rofe ssiona l deve lopm ent cen te red  
a round  insta lling Tie r 2 da ta , system s and  practice s, with  an  
em phasis on  exam in ing and  in tegra ting Check-In /Check-Out. 

2. How to m onitor the  fide lity of Tie r 2 system s and  practice s.    
3. How to eva lua te  the  im pact of the  Tie r 2 system  on  ou tcom es. 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls , and  sta te  and  d istrict le ade rs 
 

 

 
Missou r i Tie r e d  Su p p or t s : Cre a t in g a  St a t e w id e  Con t in u u m  of Ca re  
in  Hu m a n  Se rvice s  

Loca t ion : 
Regency A 

 Pr e se n t e r (s): Nicole  Jones, Kath leen  Deppe le r 
Au t h or (s ): Nicole  Jones, Kath leen  Deppe le r 

 

 Focu s  a r e a : IDD  

 Le ve l: Advanced   

 Ind ividua ls with  IDD requ ire  a  fu ll con tinuum  of care  across the  life span  
to  ensure  m eaningfu l qua lity of life  ou tcom es. Missouri’s  Departm ent 
of Menta l Hea lth  has deve loped  a  tie red  supports  fram ework to  bu ild  
the  capacity of hum an se rvice  organ iza tions and  com m unity partne rs 
with in  the  sta te .  
 
The  se ssion  will include  im plem enta tion  exam ples from  adu lt 
com m unity se rvice s, im plem enta tion  and  program  re sources, tra in ing 
and  collabora tion  opportu n itie s, and  p riority actions  for ind ividua ls and  
organ iza tions a like . 

 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : Hom e  practitione rs and  organ iza tions/agencie s 
 

 

 
St r a t e gie s  fo r  Effe ct ive  Fa m ily-Sch o ol Pa r t n e r sh ip s  w it h in  a  Mu lt i-
Tie r e d  Syst e m  of Su p p or t s  

Loca t ion : 
Regency B 

 Pr e se n t e r (s): Karen  Giffo rd , Kiki McGough , Ale jand ra  Gallego  
Au t h or (s ): Ale jandra  Gallego 

 

 Focu s  a r e a : Fam ilie s and  Paren t Supports   

 Le ve l: In te rm edia te   
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 Th is in te ractive  se ssion  exp lore s the  Fram ework of Nation a l Standards 
for School Partne rsh ips as  the  foundation  for successfu l Fam ily-School 
Partne rsh ips. Educa tors will le arn  to  iden tify stra tegie s and  skills  they 
can  use  to  partne r m ore  e ffective ly with  d ive rse  cu ltu re s and  fam ily 
structu re s with in  school-wide  positive  behaviora l supports . 

 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : Hom e  practitione rs, school p rofe ssiona ls, and  
organ iza tions/agencie s 

 

  Lunch On Your Own, Networking Break and Exhibit Hall 
12 p.m. – 1:15 p.m. CST  Location : Foye r   

Afternoon Concurrent Sessions 

Session G: 1:15 p.m. -  2:15 p.m. CST 

 
Po licy t o  Pr a ct ice : Un ive r sa l Me n t a l He a lt h  Scr e e n in g in  Ca lifo rn ia  
a n d  Wa sh in gt on  

Loca t ion : 
Grand  A 

 Pr e se n t e r (s): Stephan ie  Moore , Kali Pa tte rson , Larissa  Gaias, Alice  
Am aya , Ke lcey Schm itz  
Au t h or (s ): NA 

 

 Focu s  a r e a : Menta l Hea lth   

 Le ve l: In te rm edia te   

 Unive rsa l Menta l He alth  Screen ing (UMHS) is a  key com ponen t of 
school m enta l hea lth  with in  MTSS. UMHS is a  p roactive  approach  tha t 
involves system atica lly asse ssing the  socia l, em otiona l, behaviora l, 
m enta l hea lth  and  we ll-be ing of a ll s tuden ts with in  a  class, grade , 
school or d istrict. 
 
During th is  se ssion , participan ts will exp lore  how Californ ia  and  
Wash ington  a re  a t the  fore fron t of UMHS sta tewide  policy and  practice . 
Our pane l b rings toge the r re searche rs, p ractitione rs, and  techn ica l 
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assistance  p rovide rs to  exp lore  sta te -specific stra tegie s, share  key 
find ings and  re sources, and  d iscuss collabora tive  e fforts .  
 
You 'll le arn  how these  legisla tive -in itia ted  e fforts  a re  shap ing 
com prehensive , equ itab le , and  p reven ta tive  m enta l hea lth  support 
with in  an  MTSS fram ework to  transform  school p ractice s and  in form  
policy. 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls  
 

 

 
1

 

Usin g Fa m ily-Sch oo l Pa r t n e r sh ip s  t o  Pr om ot e  Po sit ive  Be h a vior  
Su p p or t  d u r in g Mid d le  Sch ool 

Loca t ion : 
Grand  B 

Pre se n t e r (s): Andy Garb acz 
Au t h or (s ): Andy Garbacz 

 

 Focu s  a r e a : Fam ilie s and  Paren t Support  

 Le ve l: In te rm edia te   

 Learn  how to  use  fam ily-school partne rsh ips to  p rom ote  positive  
behavior support during m idd le  school and  enhance  ou tcom es for 
m idd le  school studen ts with  behavior conce rns.  
 
We’ll share  re search-supported  stra tegie s from  a  se rie s of fam ily-school 
partne rsh ip  in te rven tion  stud ie s to  dem onstra te  the  im pact of 
partne rsh ip -cen te red  stra tegie s during m idd le  school to  advance  
positive  behavior. 

 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls  
 

 

 
1

 

Em p ow e r in g You t h  Wit h  In t e rn a lizin g Be h a vior s  Th rou gh  a  Mu lt i-
t ie r e d  Syst e m s of Su p p o r t s  

Loca t ion : 
Grand  C 

Pre se n t e r (s): Anna  Hebb , Kristen  O’Sullivan , Kim  Dupre  
Au t h or (s ): Whitney Jones, Wendi Jenkins 

 

 Focu s  a r e a : Menta l Hea lth   

 Le ve l: Beginne r  
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 Want the  m ost recen t MTSS best p ractice s, bu t don 't have  tim e  for a ll 
the  re search? We looked  a t m ore  than  601 article s, so  you  don 't have  
to .  
 
We 'll focus on  addre ssing the  needs of studen ts expe riencing 
in te rna lizing behaviors such  as depre ssion , anxie ty, and  socia l 
withdrawal, em phasizing the  rising trend  in  m enta l hea lth  conce rns.  
 
MTSS can  foste r academ ic, socia l, and  em otion a l we ll-be ing in  
educa tiona l se ttings. Research  shows how MTSS can  crea te  inclusive  
environm ents tha t m ee t studen ts ' em otion a l and  be haviora l needs 
when  educa tors, m enta l h ea lth  p rovide rs, and  com m unity partne rs 
collabora te . We  encourage  strengthen ing these  partne rsh ips to  
support studen ts with  in te rna lizing behaviors and  prom ote  ove ra ll 
we llness in  schools. 

 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : Hom e  practitione rs, school p rofe ssiona ls , 
com m unity/fam ily supports , and  organ iza tions/age ncie s 
 

 

 
Tie r  2: Bu ild in g Ca p a cit y St a t e w id e  fo r  Hu m a n  Se rvice  
Orga n iza t ion s  

Loca t ion : 
Grand  G 

 Pr e se n t e r (s): Nicole  Jones, Carl Hoeninge r 
Au t h or (s ): Nicole  Jones 

 

 Focu s  a r e a : IDD  

 Le ve l: Advanced   

 It 's  tim e  to  m ove  from  cris is  in te rven tion  to  risk p reven tion . Hu m an 
se rvice  organ iza tions ofte n  dea l with  crisis  for the  peop le  they support. 
Too often , organ iza tions a re  on ly reacting to  crisis , and  th is  tends to  
becom e  an  end le ss loop  of reactive  stra tegie s which a re  both  
unsusta inab le  and  often  crea te  poor ou tcom es for both  sta ff and  the  
ind ividua ls supported .  
 
We 'll p rovide  in form ation  on  how Missouri's  Departm ent of Menta l 
Health  is  working to  deve lop  a  fu ll con tinuu m  of care  for hum an se rvice  
organ iza tions, and  specifica lly how Schoolwide  Tie r 2 is  be ing adap ted  
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for the  hum an se rvice  fie ld . You  will le arn  m ore  about how Missouri is  
iden tifying ind ividua ls wh o are  e ithe r a t risk or expe riencing h igh  risk, 
and  how to  m itiga te  risk and  preven t poor ou tcom e s withou t unduly 
taxing lim ited  clin ica l re sources. We’ll include  im plem enta tion  exam ples 
for hum an se rvice  organ iza tions , and  p rovide  exam ples of asse ssm ents 
and  tools be ing used  to  bu ild  Tie r 2 ta rge ted  supports  with in  hum an 
se rvice  organ iza tions. 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : Hom e  practitione rs and  organ iza tions/agencie s 
 

 

 
Scr e e n in g fo r  St u d e n t s  w it h  Disa b ilit ie s : An  In t e r se ct ion a l 
Un d e r s t a n d in g o f St u d e n t  Ne e d  

Loca t ion : 
Grand  H 

 Pr e se n t e r (s): Jam es Sincla ir 
Au t h or (s ): NA 

 

 Focu s  a r e a : Menta l Hea lth   

 Le ve l: Beginne r  

 Little  is  known about the  im plem enta tion  and  da ta  usage  of un ive rsa l 
screen ing tha t is  inclusive  of studen ts with  d isab ilitie s. Th is 
p re sen ta tion  p rom otes an  equ ity-cen te red  approach  to  un ive rsa l 
screen ing and  presen ts da ta  by exam in ing studen t dem ograph ics 
th rough  an  in te rsection a l lens. We  will d iscuss un iversa l screen ing 
find ings and  im plem enta tion  factors for un ive rsa l screen ing of studen ts 
with  d isab ilitie s. 

 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls  
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Le ve ra gin g AI-Pow e re d  Au t om a t e d  Fe e d b a ck  t o  Su p p or t  Posit ive  
Be h a vior  Pr a ct ice s  in  Cla ssr oom s  

Loca t ion : 
Grand  F 

Pre se n t e r (s): Je ssica  Boyle , Joseph  Wehby 
Au t h or (s ): NA 

 

 Focu s  a r e a : Classroom   

 Le ve l: Beginne r  
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 Can  AI too ls support te ache r p ractice  with  au tom ated  feedback? The  
p re sen te rs have  exp lored  th is  cha llenge  and  will share : 
 

1. The  deve lopm ent p rocess for crea ting an  AI-powered  
au tom a ted  feedback m ode l tha t use s classroom  au d io to  de tect 
evidence -based classroom  m an agem ent p ractice s. 

2. Teache rs’ pe rce ived  bene fits  and  conce rns a round  au tom ated  
feedback.   

 
You’ll le arn : p ractica l insigh ts in to  deve lop ing AI tools for classroom  
use , m ore  about te ache rs ' pe rcep tions of au tom ate d  feedback, and  
about the  b roade r im plica tions of using the se  technologie s to  support 
te ache r p ractice  and  im prove  studen t ou tcom es. 

 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls  
 

 

 
Usin g Te ch n ology t o  Su p p or t  Be h a vior a l In t e rve n t ion  a n d  
De cis ion -m a k in g 

Loca t ion : 
Regency A 

 Pr e se n t e r (s): Allison  Bruh n , Ash ley Rila , Joseph  Weh by  
Au t h or (s ): Allison  Bruhn , Be th  Provis, Erin  Appleby 

 

 Focu s  a r e a : Classroom   

 Le ve l: In te rm edia te   

 Research  on  se lf-m onitoring in te rven tions ind ica te s they a re  e ffective  in  
im proving a  range  of behaviors in  K-12 studen ts. Howeve r, few stud ie s 
have  exam ined  the  exten t to  which  behavior change  m ain ta ins ove r 
tim e . Furthe r, m ost educa tors a re  not tra ined  in  how to  in tensify or 
fade  behaviora l in te rven tions based  on  studen t re sponse .  
 
We 'll d iscuss the  re search  and  deve lopm ent of te ch nology to  support 
behaviora l in te rven tions and  decision-m aking in  the  classroom , with  
specia l a tten tion  to  stakeh olde r voice  and  the  im pact on  studen ts and  
teache rs a like . 

 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls  
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In cr e a s in g Pra ise  t o  Re p r im a n d  Ra t io s  Un d e r  Re a l-Wor ld  
Con d it ion s  Us in g CW-FIT 

Loca t ion : 
Regency B 

 Pr e se n t e r (s): Danie l Cohe n , Carl Sum i, Jacky William s, Howard  Wills   
Au t h or (s ): NA 

 

 Focu s  a r e a : Classroom   

 Le ve l: In te rm edia te   

 Class-Wide  FIT (CW-FIT) is  a  classroom  m anagem ent p rogram  proven  to  
increase  studen t engagem ent while  reducing p rob lem  behavior in  
e lem entary, m idd le  school, and  specia l educa tion  classroom s.  
 
During th is  se ssion , we ’ll provide  de ta ils  on  the  core  com ponents of 
CW-FIT, includ ing: 1) le ssons and  pre -corrects used  by teache rs to  
addre ss com m on prob le m  behaviors; 2) a  group  con tingency 
fram ework th rough  which  studen t groups earn  poin ts for engaging in  
desired  behavior; 3) behavior specific p ra ise ; and  4) rewards tha t a re  
earned  by team s for reach ing goa ls se t.  
 
We’ll include  rea l-life  exam ples from  a  study includ ing m ore  than  100 
classroom s. We  will a lso  describe  how tra ine rs and  p rogram  deve lope rs 
can  app ly le ssons learned  to  crea te  im plem enta tion  supports  focused  
on  bu ild ing capacity am on g existing sta ff, and  leve raging on line  
p la tfo rm s to  stream line  p rofe ssiona l deve lopm ent and  pe rform ance  
feedback de live ry by expert tra ine rs. 

 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls   

 Session H: 2:30  p.m. -  3:30  p.m. CST 

 
1

 

From  Ch a lle n ge s  t o  Tr iu m p h s: Em p ow e r in g Fa m ilie s  Tod a y fo r  a  
Be t t e r  Tom or row  

Loca t ion : 
Grand  A 

Pre se n t e r (s): Ge reen  Francis  
Au t h or (s ): NA 

 

 Focu s  a r e a : Fam ilie s and  Paren t Supports   
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 Le ve l: In te rm edia te   

 Do you  want to  learn  how to  support fam ilie s in  m an aging cha llenging 
behaviors? This p re sen ta tion  equ ips a ttendees with  p ractica l 
knowledge  and  insigh ts in to  e ffective  fam ily behavior m anagem ent 
th rough  the  Em p owering Fam ilie s! Positive  Behavior Support workshop , 
crea ted  by Gereen  Francis, a  Board  Ce rtified  Behavior Analyst. 
Attendees will ga in  an  unde rstand ing of how to  ap p ly evidence -based 
stra tegie s tha t p rom ote  p ositive  ou tcom es in  fam ily dynam ics. 

 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : Hom e  practitione rs, school p rofe ssiona ls and  
organ iza tions/agencie s 
 

 

 
Pos it ive  Be h a vior  Su p p o r t  a n d  Ad u lt  St u d e n t s  w it h  Disa b ilit ie s  
Tra n sit ion in g t o  Ad u lt h o od  

Loca t ion : 
Grand  B 

 
Pr e se n t e r (s): Christina  Gushanas  
Au t h or (s ): NA 

 

 Focu s  a r e a : Ind ividua l Stu den ts and  Tie r 3  

 Le ve l: In te rm edia te   

 Curren tly, the re  is  a  lack of gu idance  on  how to  support adu lt s tuden ts 
with  d isab ilitie s who rece ive  specia l educa tion  se rvice s. We  will d iscuss 
evidence -based and  e ffective  positive  behaviora l in te rven tions and  
supports  tha t p rom ote  th e  transition  from  school to  adu lt life  (i.e ., 
postsecondary educa tion , em ploym en t, and  com m u nity participa tion) 
for adu lt s tuden ts with  d isab ilitie s.  
 
Attendees will le ave  with  p ractice s grounded  in  lite ra tu re , which  they 
can  begin  im plem enting with  adu lt s tuden ts with  d isab ilitie s 
im m edia te ly. We’ll share  fu tu re  a reas for re search , too.  

 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls  
 

 

 
Wh a t  Doe s  Re se a r ch  Sa y Ab ou t  In clu d in g St u d e n t  Voice  in  Se lf-
Re gu la t ion  In t e rve n t ion s? 

Loca t ion : 
Grand  C 

 Pr e se n t e r (s): Sara  Estrap a la   
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Au t h or (s ): NA 

 Focu s  a r e a : Tie r 2  

 Le ve l: In te rm edia te   

 Listen  up  – it 's  s tuden ts sharing what they need! Se lf-regu la tion  
in te rven tions a re  a  wide ly re searched  stra tegy for im proving studen t 
behavior in  schools. Howeve r, little  is  known regard ing the  exten t to  
which  studen t voice  is  im plem ented  with  the se  in te rven tions. Through  
our se ssion , we 'll share  resu lts  from  a  m e ta-ana lysis  of behaviora l se lf-
regu la tion  in te rven tion  re search  conducted  in  h igh  schools, with  an  
em phasis on  p ractica l con side ra tions for im ple m enta tion . 
 
The  first goa l of our p re sen ta tion  is  to  recom m end se lf-regu la tion  
in te rven tion  configura tion s tha t work best across studen t 
characte ristics (e .g., gende r, race , d isab ility sta tus) and  d iffe ren t 
con texts (e .g., regu lar, a lte rna tive , correctiona l schools). Our second  
goa l is  to  p rovide  recom m endations for the  m ost e ffective  ways to  
include  studen ts in  in te rven tion  design  decisions (e .g., iden tifying 
behaviors to  addre ss, writing goa ls). We  will accom plish  th is  goa l by 
reviewing how studen t voice  is  included  in  in te rven tion  design  
decisions and  eva lua te  the  exten t to  which  studen t voice  inclusion  
m ode ra ted  in te rven tion  ou tcom es. Th ird , we  will p rovide  re sources for 
im plem enting se lf-regu la tion  in te rven tions and  incorpora ting studen t 
voice  in  the ir classroom s. 

 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls  
 

 

 
Em p ow e r in g Im p le m e n t e r s : Usin g Tim e  St u d ie s  t o  Ad d re ss  
Bu rn ou t  a n d  En h a n ce  PBIS Im p le m e n t a t ion  

Loca t ion : 
Grand  G 

 Pr e se n t e r (s): Hank Boh anon , Ale jandra  Vazquez, Eleanor Chan dle r 
Au t h or (s ): NA 

 

 Focu s  a r e a : In tegra tion  and  Alignm ent  

 Le ve l: In te rm edia te   
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 By em powering educa tors to  m anage  the ir tim e  m ore  e ffective ly, tim e -
use  stud ie s m ay offe r a  tool to  im prove  PBIS im plem enta tion  and  
reduce  burnout. 
 
Th is se ssion  exp lore s educa tors ' cha llenges in  ba lan cing p rofe ssiona l 
re sponsib ilitie s and  in trod uces p ractica l stra tegie s to  op tim ize  
workflow, enhance  support system s, and  d rive  m eaningfu l change  in  
schools. Participan ts will le arn  how to  app ly tim e-use  stud ie s to  
advoca te  for m ore  e ffective  collabora tion  and  leade rsh ip  p ractice s, 
u ltim ate ly foste ring a  hea lth ie r, m ore  susta in ab le  work environm ent. 

 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : Hom e  practitione rs, school p rofe ssiona ls and  agencie s 
 

 

 
SELe b ra t in g In t e gra t ion : Em b e d d in g SEL in t o  PBIS Life lon g St u d e n t  
Su cce ss  

Loca t ion : 
Grand  H 

 Pr e se n t e r (s): Kirsten  Thom as-Acke  
Au t h or (s ): Erica  Lingre ll 

 

 Focu s  a r e a : In tegra tion  and  Alignm ent  

 Le ve l: Beginne r  

 It 's  tim e  to  SELebra te ! During th is  se ssion , we 'll equ ip  school te am s with  
p ractica l stra tegie s for im plem enting TFI item  1.3. Our in te ractive  
se ssion  focuses on  in tegra ting Socia l-Em otiona l Lea rn ing (SEL) in to  PBIS 
practice s. Using CASEL-based  tools, participan ts will le arn  to  em bed  SEL 
com pe tencie s in to  the ir Behavior Matrix, foste ring a  supportive  
environm ent th a t enhances studen t success. 
 
Our workshop  em phasize s the  in tegra tion  of SEL an d  PBIS to  crea te  an  
inclusive , supportive  educa tion a l environm en t for studen ts th roughou t 
the ir educa tiona l journey. Participan ts will exp lore  how em bedding SEL 
in to  PBIS system s supports  life long skill deve lopm ent, foste ring 
re silience , em pathy, and  p ositive  behaviors. 

 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls  
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Im p rovin g Acce ss  t o  Ext r a cu r r icu la r  Act ivit ie s  fo r  St u d e n t s  w it h  
Em ot ion a l a n d  Be h a vior a l Disa b ilit y (EBD) 

Loca t ion : 
Grand  F 

 Pr e se n t e r (s): Sean  Wachsm uth  
Au t h or (s ): Jason  Stanoch   

 

 Focu s  a r e a : Equity  

 Le ve l: Advanced   

 It 's  tim e  to  p lay by new ru le s! Includ ing studen ts with  EBD in  
extracurricu la r activitie s requ ire s schools to  th ink ou tside  the  box. 
Challenging behaviors, s tra ined  re la tionsh ips with  coaches and  
advisors, and  no pass/no p lay ru le s crea te  barrie rs to  the  clear bene fits  
of participa tion .  
 
During our p re sen ta tion , we 'll ou tline  the  curren t re search  regard ing 
the  bene fits  of extracurricu lar activity participa tion  for studen ts with  
EBD and  pre sen t solu tion s to  com m on barrie rs a im ed  a t increasing 
opportu n itie s for the se  studen ts. 

 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls  
 

 

 
1

 

Bu ffe r s  Acro ss  t h e  Tie r s : St r a t e gie s  t h a t  Mit iga t e  Ad ve r s it y a n d  
In t e rve n t ion s  t h a t  En h a n ce  MTSS 

Loca t ion : 
Regency A 

Pre se n t e r (s): Megan  Sze to  
Au t h or (s ): NA 

 

 Focu s  a r e a : Menta l Hea lth   

 Le ve l: In te rm edia te   

 As traum a-re sponsive  care  takes hold  in  schools, school-based  
p rovide rs requ ire  concre te  se rvice -de live ry op tions for studen ts 
a ffected  by traum atic expe riences. Th is p re sen ta tion  a im s to  describe  
actionab le , evidence -based  approaches tha t can  be  fram ed  with in  
existing m ulti-tie red  system s of supports . It will fu rthe r ou tline  
in te rven tions tha t a lign  with  existing school p ractices to  facilita te  
positive  ou tcom es for stu den ts. 
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 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls  
 

 

 Tie r  2 In t e rve n t ion s: Wh a t 's  Ava ila b le  Be yon d  Ch e ck -In / Ch e ck -Ou t ? 
Loca t ion : 
Regency B 

 Pr e se n t e r (s): Scott Fluke  
Au t h or (s ): NA 

 

 Focu s  a r e a : Tie r 2  

 Le ve l: In te rm edia te   

 Check-In /Check-Out is  a  powerfu l Tie r 2 in te rven tion  – bu t it is  not righ t 
for a ll s tuden ts! Th is se ssion  will expand  your m enu  of evidence -based 
Tie r 2 in te rven tions. Th is se ssion  is  especia lly for school-based  
p rofe ssiona ls who are  ready to  support a  wide r ran ge  of studen ts 
th rough  PBIS. Learn  about specific in te rven tions for studen ts who want 
to  avoid  work, studen ts with  in te rna lizing conce rns, s tuden ts with  socia l 
skills  de ficits , and  studen ts who struggle  with  hom ework com ple tion . 

 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls   

Session I: 3:45 p.m. -  4:45 p.m. CST 

 
Vid e o  Se lf Mod e lin g Tra in in g fo r  Fa m ilie s  t o  Su p p or t  Be h a vior  
Ch a n ge  o f Ch ild r e n  w it h  IDD 

Loca t ion : 
Grand  A 

 Pr e se n t e r (s): Anthea  Naylor 
Au t h or (s ): NA 

 

 Focu s  a r e a : IDD  

 Le ve l: In te rm edia te   

 We  can  he lp  paren ts and  caregive rs – ones who have  ch ild ren  with  
in te llectua l and  deve lopm enta l d isab ilitie s – bu ild  agency, hope , and  
se lf-de te rm ina tion , with  the  he lp  of new research! 
 
During th is  se ssion , we 'll d iscuss research  tha t exp lored  how 
paren ts/caregive rs can  im plem ent a  Video Se lf Mod e ling (VSM) 
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in te rven tion  to  supp ort behavior change  in  the  hom e . The  re su lts  
sh ine  a  new lens on  how paren ts can  deve lop  the ir capacity to  
m anage  conce rn ing behaviors. We 'll de scribe  how to  im plem ent PMI 
tra in ing, with  rich  exam ples of transform ation  and  behavior change  
in  both  particip an ts and  the ir ch ild ren  with  IDD. We 'll exp lore  VSM 
through  a  new lens as an  e ffective  evidence -based  in te rven tion  to  
support paren t/caregive r journey towards se lf-de te rm ina tion  and  
hope . 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : Hom e  practitione rs and  school p rofe ssiona ls  
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Wa ys BCBAs Ca n  Colla b o ra t e  w it h  Te a ch e r s  t o  Su p p or t  PBS 
Pra ct ice s  in  Cla ssro om  Se t t in gs  

Loca t ion : 
Grand  B 

Pre se n t e r (s): Che ryl Ligh t-Shrine r, Cassie  McConkey, Sangjee  Ha  
Au t h or (s ): NA 

 

 Focu s  a r e a : Classroom   

 Le ve l: In te rm edia te   

 When  classroom  teache rs and  Board  Ce rtified  Behavior Analysts  
(BCBA's) work toge the r, educa tors fee l m ore  confid en t and  have  the  
righ t tools to  succeed  – lead ing to  stronge r studen t ou tcom es, too.  
 
Through  th is  se ssion , we 'll walk th rough  classroom  scenarios tha t 
dem onstra te  how BCBAs and  teache rs can  work toge the r to  
custom ize  positive  behavior supports  with in  specific te ache rs ' 
pe rsonal style , classroom  rou tines, and  organ iza tion a l structu re  to  
p reven t behaviora l p rob le m s. We 'll in troduce  a  collabora tion  
tem pla te  tha t you  can  use  to  work toge the r and  enhance  the  learn ing 
expe rience . We 're  sharing cross-d iscip linary collabora tion  cha llenges 
and  possib le  solu tions du ring our d iscussion .  
 
Fina lly, we 'll work toge the r th rough  a  p lann ing and  bra instorm ing 
se ssion , walking th rough  scenarios and  situa tions from  your own 
classroom s – and  provid ing specific recom m endations, too. 

 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls   
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An  Exa m in a t ion  o f Effe ct ive  In s t ru ct ion , St u d e n t  Be h a vior , a n d  
An xie t y in  Cla ssro om  In s t ru ct ion  

Loca t ion : 
Grand  C  

 Pr e se n t e r (s): Te rrance  Scott, Todd  Whitney 
Au t h or (s ): NA 

 

 Focu s  a r e a : Classroom   

 Le ve l: In te rm edia te   

 We  want our participan ts to  a ll ge t an  A+ for m anaging anxie ty. 
Through  th is  p re sen ta tion , we 'll d iscuss a  se rie s of stud ie s exp loring 
how teache r and  studen t anxie ty, e ffective  teach ing p ractice s, and  
studen t behavior a re  in te rconnected  in  a  classroom  se tting. Studen ts 
with  cha llenging behaviors often  expe rience  anxie ty, which  can  
worsen  when  they struggle  in  school. Although  e ffective  teach ing can  
im prove  studen t ou tcom e s, both  teache r and  stude n t anxie ty can  
nega tive ly im pact the  classroom  environm en t and  teache r-studen t 
re la tionsh ips.  
 
The  stud ie s, conducted  in  virtua l classroom s, exam ine  how teache r 
and  studen t anxie ty a ffect each  othe r during instruction . The  m ain  
re search  questions a re : (1) How does the  use  of e ffective  teach ing 
p ractice s in fluence  teacher and  studen t anxie ty? (2) How does 
teache r anxie ty im pact te ach ing and  studen t behavior? (3) Are  
e ffective  teach ing stra tegie s d iffe ren t for studen ts of d iffe ren t ages?  
 
During th is  se ssion , we 'll d iscuss how teache rs can  m anage  anxie ty 
and  stay focused  on  e ffective  teach ing, even  in  cha llenging situa tions. 

 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls  
 

 

 
1

 

Th e  Effe ct s  o f St u d e n t -Le d  Toot lin g t o  De cre a se  Disru p t ive  
Cla ssro om  Be h a vior  

Loca t ion : 
Grand  G 

Pre se n t e r (s): Jillian  Thoe le  
Au t h or (s ): NA 

 

 Focu s  a r e a : Classroom   

 Le ve l: In te rm edia te   
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 Say he llo  to  studen ts supporting studen ts and  tootle -loo to  nega tive  
behaviors! Th is se ssion  focuses on  Tootling, a  classroom  stra tegy 
where  studen ts report the ir pee rs ' positive  behaviors to  encourage  
good  conduct. In  Tootling, studen ts fill ou t “tootle  ca rds” with  
exam ples of p rosocia l behaviors, and  re in forcem ent is  p rovided  
when  these  cards a re  random ly se lected  to  be  shared  with  the  class. 
It a lso  includes a  group-con tingency approach , whe re  the  en tire  class 
bene fits  from  positive  beh avior, re in forcing ind ividu a l studen ts’ 
actions. 
 
During th is  se ssion , we 'll share  a  study tha t used  a  single -case  
re search  design  to  com pare  the  e ffects  of studen t-led  and  teache r-
led  Tootling on  d isrup tive  behavior and  academ ic engagem ent in  five  
e lem entary studen ts. We 'll connect curren t re search with  p ractica l 
classroom  applica tions an d  suggest fu tu re  re search  to  im prove  
positive  behavior support stra tegie s in  d iffe ren t se ttings. 

 

 
 
 

Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls   

 
1

 

In t e gra t in g Scre e n in g fo r  Su icid e  a n d  Socia l, Em ot ion a l a n d  
Be h a vior a l Risk  w it h in  PBS 

Loca t ion : 
Grand  H 

Pre se n t e r (s): Joseph  Latim er, Alton  Honors  
Au t h or (s ): NA 

 

 Focu s  a r e a : Menta l Hea lth   

 Le ve l: Advanced   

 We 're  in  th is  toge the r – da ta  shows tha t MOST sta te s a re  see ing 
increased  socia l, em otion a l, and  behaviora l (SEB) conce rns in  school-
aged  ch ild ren . Since  school se ttings a re  the  m ost e ffective  avenue  for 
supporting studen t we ll-be ing, im proving school-based  system s is 
critica l. 
 
Through  th is  se ssion , we 'll de scribe  the  key com pon ents for 
in tegra ting un ive rsa l screen ing for SEB risk and  su icide  risk with in  
PBS. Specifica lly, we 'll b lend  re search  find ings with  curren t 
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expe riences of a  un ive rsity-d istrict re search  to  p ractice  partne rsh ip . 
We 'll focus our d iscussion  on  in tegra ting the se  m od e ls in to  the  
supports  with in  PBS. We 'll share  rea l-world  exam ples of in tegra ting 
each  m ode l with in  your school’s PBS. We 'll a lso  exp lore  p ractica l 
gu idance  on  im plem entin g the  m ode ls across se ttings (i.e ., u rban  and  
ru ra l school d istricts). You 'll walk away with  re sources, includ ing a  
best p ractice s gu ide  for un ive rsa l screen ing and  m anuals for 
connecting screen ing da ta  to  in form  in te rven tion . 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls   

 Sca lin g Up  Im p le m e n t a t ion  in  Ea r ly Ch ild h o od : Com m u n it y-Wid e  
Loca t ion : 
Regency B  

 Pr e se n t e r (s): Anna  Winne ke r, Denise  Pe rez Binde r, Lise  Fox, Meghan  
von  de r Em bse , Myrna  Ve guilla  Figue roa  
Au t h or (s ): NA 

 

 Focu s  a r e a : Early Childhood   

 Le ve l: Beginne r  

 Com m unity-wide  im plem enta tion  offe rs a  p rom isin g approach  for 
sca ling up  PBS across the  varie ty of loca l early ch ildhood  program s. 
Join  th is  se ssion  to  learn  m ore  abou t how the  structu re  of 
com m unity-wide  im plem e nta tion  can  offe r a  com prehensive  and  
susta inab le  approach  to  p rom ote  com m unity-wide  im plem enta tion  
team ing and  the  structu re s used  for sca le -up . 
 
We 'll de scribe  the  concep t of com m unity-wide  im plem enta tion  and  
how cross-sector te am s collabora te  to  offe r p rofe ssiona l 
deve lopm ent and  im ple m enta tion  coach ing. We 'll b rie fly describe  the  
Pyram id  Mode l and  its  ap p lica tion  with in  the  m ixed  de live ry system  
of early ch ildhood  program s, d iscuss how cross-sector 
im plem enta tion  team s are  convened  for com m unity-wide  
im plem enta tion , and  in troduce  you  to  the  tools used  to  gu ide  
com m unity-wide  im plem e nta tion . We 'll share  exam ples from  various 
com m unity-wide  e fforts  to  illustra te  the  fea tu re s of com m unity-wide  
im plem enta tion , too. 
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 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls, organ iza tions/agencie s, hom e  
practitione rs and  com m u nity/fam ily supports   
 

 

 
Nu r t u r in g Te a ch e r  We ll-b e in g Ea r ly: A Fou n d a t io n  fo r  He a lt h y 
Sch ools  

Loca t ion : 
Grand  F 

 Pr e se n t e r (s): Ta lida  Sta te , Im ad  Zahee r  

 Focu s  a r e a : Menta l Hea lth   

 Le ve l: In te rm edia te   

 Research  consisten tly revea ls tha t educa tors face  sign ifican tly h ighe r 
leve ls of psychologica l stre ss and  burnout com pare d  to  othe r 
p rofe ssions. These  p re ssure s have  resu lted  in  an  increasing num ber 
of educa tors le aving the  p rofe ssion , con tribu ting to  a  na tionwide  
teache r shortage  crisis . That's  why recognizing the  critica l im portance  
of teache r we ll-be ing is so  e ssen tia l. 
 
Through  th is  se ssion , we 'll p re sen t find ings from  a  survey on  stre ss 
and  cop ing stra tegie s am ong studen ts in  a  un ive rsity-based  teache r 
p repara tion  p rogram . Our study had  th ree  m ain  goa ls, which  we 'll 
d ive  in to  during the  p re sen ta tion : 1) iden tify stre ssors during studen t 
teach ing, 2) exp lore  e ffective  cop ing stra tegie s taugh t in  the  p rogram , 
and  3) ga the r suggestions for p rogram  im provem ents. We 'll share  
our find ings and  what it m eans for our work during th is  p re sen ta tion . 

 

 Pe r fe ct  fo r : School p rofe ssiona ls and  organ iza tions/agencie s  

 

  Exhibit Hall, Poster Sessions, and BINGO 
5 p.m. -  6 p.m. CST  Loca t ion : Foye r 

APBS has deve loped  a  un ique  BINGO gam e  to  he lp  m ove  confe rence  a ttendees a round  the  exh ib it 
ha ll. Each  a ttendee  will rece ive  a  BINGO card  upon  check-in  and  m ust visit and  rece ive  a  sticke r from  
a ll participa ting exh ib it booths to  be  en te red  in  the  p rize  d rawing. Curren tly, t h e  gr a n d  p r ize  is  a  
$500 gift  ca rd , and  othe r p rize s m ay be  added  as we  ge t close r to  the  show. 
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Award Ceremony   
6:30 p.m. -  7:30 p.m. CST Loca t ion : Gran d  DE 

Join  us for an  exciting award  ce rem ony! He lp  us ce lebra te  am azing ind ividua ls who are  m aking 
sign ifican t con tribu tions in  the  fie ld  of PBS. 

  Ticketed Event:  
Innovation Zone and Champagne Toast 
7:30 p.m. – 10 p.m. CST Loca t ion : Gran d  DE & Foye r 

Join  us to  hear our exciting Innovation  Zone  m ains tage  speake r, Dr. 
Steve  Pe rry, who is  p re senting “Doing Be tte r, Toge th e r.” 
 
Dr. Pe rry b rings both  insp ira tion  and  expe rience  to  the  Innovation  Zone . 
He  has a  long h istory as a  cham pion  for ch ild ren  and  fam ilie s, from  
grassroots politica l organ izing, to  runn ing a  she lte r for peop le  
expe riencing housing instab ility, to  foun ding successfu l schools for 
unde rse rved  you th .   
 

His courage  and  p ie rcing insigh ts p rovide  a  fascina ting pe rspective  tha t is  not often  foun d  in  pub lic 
d iscourse . Dr. Pe rry fearlessly speaks about race , class, gende r, and  politica l a ffilia tion , with  a  
su rprising touch  of hum or tha t insp ire s us to  do be tte r. 
 
What sta rted  as the  be lie f tha t if peop le  can  do be tte r, they shou ld , rem ains Dr. Pe rry’s life  pursu it. 
Join  us for an  even ing of innovation  and  insp ira tion , head lined  by Dr. Pe rry!  
 
Next, exp lore  the  Innovation  Zone , p icking the  se ssions you’d  like  to  jo in .  
In n ova t ion  Zon e  Bre a k o u t  Se ss ion s  St a r t  a t  8:45 p .m . CST  
 

Fir e s id e  
Zon e  
 
Loca t ion : 
Grand  B  

Join  us for an  engaging fire side  cha t fea tu ring keynote  speake r Lola  Dada-Olley. 
Lola  will share  he r insigh ts and  expe riences in  an  intim a te  and  conve rsa tion a l 
se tting.  
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Hosted  by our dynam ic team , Drs. Kaci Ellis  and  Im ad  Zahe r, th is  se ssion  
p rom ises to  de lve  in to  Lola’s pe rsonal journey, h igh ligh ting how incrementa l 
progress is still progress.  
 
You’ll be  ab le  to  a sk  q u e s t ion s  a n d  e n ga ge  in  a  m e a n in gfu l d ia logu e , m aking 
th is  a  not-to-be -m issed  even t for anyone  looking to  be  insp ired  and  in form ed!  
 

Eq u it y Zon e  
 
Loca t ion : 
Grand  G 

Com e  join  us for a  live  r e cord in g o f t h e  Be yon d  t h e  Scie n ce  p od ca s t .  
 
Beyond  the  Science  is  a  thought-p rovoking podcast tha t goes beyond  the  
techn ica l aspects of Applied  Behavior Analysis . The  team  exp lore s the  pe rsonal 
storie s, cha llenges, and  ach ievem ents of p rofe ssiona ls in  the  fie ld  – a ll while  
p rovid ing va luab le  insigh ts for paren ts, caregive rs, and  ind ividua ls ou tside  the  
p rofe ssion .  
 
Through  engaging conve rsa tions and  expe rt guest in te rviews, th is  podcast 
crea te s m ean ingfu l d iscussions tha t re sona te…well? Beyond  the  Science .  

Me n t a l 
He a lt h  Zon e  
 
Loca t ion : 
Grand  F  

The re  is  no hea lth without menta l hea lth. The  Am erican  Psych ia tric Associa tion  
Foundation  is  working in  your com m u nity to  p rovide  the  support and  re sources 
we  a ll need  to  p rioritize  m enta l we ll-be ing whe re  you  live , le arn , work, worsh ip , 
and  p lay.  
 
Backed  by the  m edica l expe rtise  of the  Am erican  Psych ia tric Associa tion  
Foundation  and  industry-lead ing stra tegic partne rs, we  adm in iste r com m un ity-
changing program s, pub lic educa tion  cam paigns, gran ts and  awards to  increase  
m enta l hea lth  lite racy, connect ind ividua ls to  needed  care  and  sh ift a ttitudes 
toward  m en ta l hea lth .  
 
Exp lor e  a n d  le a rn  a b ou t  p rogra m s t h e  fou n d a t io n  o ffe r s  t o  e n su re  
p rofe ss ion a ls  lik e  you  h a ve  t h e  r e sou rce s  you  n e e d  t o  su cce e d . 

Te ch n ology 
Zon e  
 
Loca t ion : 

SyncGrades be lieves tha t eve ry studen t’s success sta rts  with  clear, accessib le , and  
actionab le  da ta .  
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Grand  C The  team  works to  b ridge  the  gap  be tween  siloed  data  se ts  and  the  redundan t, 
labor-in tensive  system s tha t educa tors face  da ily.  
 
SyncGrades transform s com plica ted  tasks in to  sim ple , in tu itive  expe riences, 
ensuring tha t eve ry stakeholde r can  focus on  what tru ly m a tte rs — studen t 
success.  
 
Exp lor e  h ow  Syn cGra d e s  ca n  m a k e  a  d iffe r e n ce  in  you r  sch ool t od a y a n d  
h e a r  Ron  Gon za le s  sh a r e  h ow  b r id gin g t h e  ga p  b e t w e e n  t e ch n ology a n d  
p osit ive  b e h a vior  su p p or t  h e lp s  su p p or t  a ll s t a k e h o ld e r s . 
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